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October 10, 2023Council Meeting Agenda

COUNTY COUNCIL

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

FLAG SALUTE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Council is currently holding meetings in hybrid format with options for in-person or remote viewing 
and participation. For instructions on how to watch or participate in the Council's meetings, visit 
whatcomcounty.us/joinvirtualcouncil or contact the Council Office at 360.778.5010.  Individuals who 
require special assistance to participate in the Council's meetings are asked to contact the Council 
Office at 360.778-5010 at least 96 hours in advance.

Per RCW 42.17A.555 the use of public facilities to support or oppose candidates or ballot issues is 
prohibited. Members of the public and the legislative body are not allowed to speak in support of, or in 
opposition to, a ballot measure or individual candidacy during an open public meeting. Please refrain 
from raising campaign issues when addressing the Council.  

The County is accepting applications from county residents to fill vacancies on several boards, 
commissions, and committees spanning a wide range of important local issues. For more information, 
visit the Boards and Commissions vacancy webpage on the County website or call the Council Office or 
County Executive’s Office.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE'S REPORT

MINUTES CONSENT

1. MIN2023-065 Committee of the Whole for September 26, 2023

2. MIN2023-066 Regular County Council for September 26, 2023

PUBLIC HEARINGS

To participate, please see instructions at www.whatcomcounty.us/joinvirtualcouncil or contact the 
Council Office at 360.778.5010. All speakers are asked to state their name for the record and optionally 
include city of residence. When a large group of individuals supports the same position on an issue, we 
encourage the selection of one or two representatives to speak on behalf of the entire group.  Speakers 
will be given three minutes to address the Council and will be notified when their three minutes are up. 
Speakers participating on-site in the Council Chambers will speak first, followed by those participating 
remotely. 

Per RCW 42.17A.555 the use of public facilities to support or oppose candidates or ballot issues is 
prohibited. Members of the public and the legislative body are not allowed to speak in support of, or in 
opposition to, a ballot measure or individual candidacy during an open public meeting. Please refrain 
from raising campaign issues when addressing the Council.

1. AB2023-566 Resolution to sell county tax title property by negotiation
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2. AB2023-575 Resolution to sell county tax title property by negotiation

3. AB2023-588 Resolution to sell tax title property by public auction

4. AB2023-589 Resolution to sell tax title property by public auction

5. AB2023-605 Resolution adopting the 2024-2029 Six-Year Water Resources Improvement 

Program (WRIP) by the Whatcom County Council (Council acting as the Whatcom 

County Flood Control Zone District Board of Supervisors)

OPEN SESSION

During open session, audience members may speak to the council on issues not scheduled for public
hearing. To participate, please see instructions at www.whatcomcounty.us/joinvirtualcouncil or contact 
the Council Office at 360.778.5010. All speakers are asked to state their name for the record and 
optionally include city of residence. When a large group of individuals supports the same position on an 
issue, we encourage the selection of one or two representatives to speak on behalf of the entire group.  
Speakers will be given three minutes to address the Council and will be notified when their three 
minutes are up. Speakers participating on-site in the Council Chambers will speak first, followed by 
those participating remotely. 

Per RCW 42.17A.555 the use of public facilities to support or oppose candidates or ballot issues is 
prohibited. Members of the public and the legislative body are not allowed to speak in support of, or in 
opposition to, a ballot measure or individual candidacy during an open public meeting. Please refrain 
from raising campaign issues when addressing the Council.

CONSENT AGENDA

Items under this section of the agenda may be considered in a single motion.  Councilmembers have 
received and studied background material on all items.  Committee review has taken place on these 
items, as indicated.  Any member of the public, administrative staff, or council may ask that an item be 
considered separately.

(From Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee)

1. AB2023-621 Request authorization for County Executive to enter into an Interlocal Agreement 

between Whatcom County and Public Utility District No. 1 of Whatcom County in 

support of the Broadband infrastructure and implementation project located in Point 

Roberts in the amount of $350,000

2. AB2023-628 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and US Imaging, Inc. to create digital images to be imported into 

the Historic Film Viewer from direct and indirect grantor grantee volumes, in the 

amount of $85,000.00

3. AB2023-630 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment 

between Code Publishing, LLC and Whatcom County for legal code publishing 

services, in the amount of $15,000
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4. AB2023-638 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 

between Whatcom County and Ferndale School District to provide funding for 

behavioral health services, in the amount not to exceed $498,000

5. AB2023-643 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and the State of Washington Department of Ecology to fund 

administrative support and action projects for the Whatcom County Marine 

Resources Committee, in the amount of $249,000 (Council acting as the Whatcom 

County Flood Control Zone District Board of Supervisors)

6. AB2023-647 Resolution to authorize procurement from or through the US General Services 

Administration (GSA) cooperative schedules

7. AB2023-653 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an agreement between 

Whatcom County and United States Geological Survey (USGS) to fund the ongoing 

operation and maintenance of the County’s 11 stream gages within the Nooksack 

River early flood warning system, Jones Creek, and the Sumas River, in the amount 

of $169,470 (Council acting as the Whatcom County Flood Control Zone District 

Board of Supervisors)

8. AB2023-662 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Whatcom Law Group / Rajeev Majumdar for hearing 

examiner services through the end of 2023

OTHER ITEMS

(From Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee)

1. AB2023-655 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between 

Whatcom County and Whatcom Family YMCA to preserve childcare slots in 

Whatcom County, in the amount of $1,500,000

2. AB2023-656 Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement 

between Whatcom County and the City of Bellingham to consolidate previous 

amendments and extend the term date for the WHAT-COMM Communications 

Center

3. AB2023-666 Request approval for the County Executive to enter in to a beneficiary agreement 

between Whatcom County and the Boys and Girls Clubs of Whatcom County to 

mitigate COVID-19 pandemic impacts and stabilize childcare services

(From Council Public Works and Health Committee)

4. AB2023-592 Resolution approving the Samish Water District Comprehensive Sewer Plan

(From Council Planning and Development Committee)
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5. AB2023-668 Resolution amending Resolution 2023-005 to docket an additional Comprehensive 

Plan/zoning amendment related to allowing propane reload, storage, and distribution 

facilities as a conditional use under certain conditions in the Agriculture District

(From Council Committee of the Whole)

6. AB2023-548 Ordinance amending WCC 2.145, Lummi Island Ferry Advisory Committee

(No Committee Assignment)

7. AB2023-639 Resolution establishing regular Council meeting dates for 2024

CONFIRMATION OF EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, 

COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES

Per Whatcom County Code 2.03.070(B), the council must confirm or reject executive appointments 
within 30 days of submission to the council. County code deems the appointee confirmed if council does 
not take action within this time.

1. AB2023-642 Request confirmation of the County Executive’s appointment of Elli Harron to the 

Agricultural Advisory Committee

2. AB2023-658 Request confirmation of the County Executive’s appointment of Tamara 

Cooper-Woodrich to the Bellingham/Whatcom County Commission on Sexual and 

Domestic Violence

ITEMS ADDED BY REVISION

1. AB2023-640 Ordinance establishing a task force to develop a Whatcom County Forest Resilience 

Plan

ITEM INADVERTENTLY LEFT OFF EVENING MEETING AGENDA - 
ADDED 10.9.2023

INTRODUCTION ITEMS

Council action will not be taken. The council may accept these items for introduction (no action) in a 
single motion. Changes, in terms of committee assignment for example, may be made at this time.

1. AB2023-637 Ordinance Establishing a New Whatcom County Healthy Children’s Fund

2. AB2023-657 Ordinance amending the 2023 Whatcom County Budget, request no. 14, in the 

amount of $13,162,440

3. AB2023-659 Ordinance Establishing a Community Priorities Fund and Establishing an Initial Budget 

for the Community Priorities Fund

4. AB2023-651 Ordinance amending the project budget for the E. Smith/Hannegan Road Intersection 

Improvements Fund, Request No. 3
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5. AB2023-652 Ordinance amending the project based budget for the North Lake Samish Road 

Bridge No. 7 Replacement Fund, request No. 3

6. AB2023-648 Resolution approving the Whatcom County 2024 Annual Construction Program

7. AB2023-654 Resolution authorizing the sale of personal property, pursuant to Whatcom County 

Code (WCC) 1.10

COMMITTEE REPORTS, OTHER ITEMS, AND COUNCILMEMBER UPDATES

ADJOURN
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