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Call To Order

Roll Call

Present: 7 - Elizabeth Boyle, Barry Buchanan, Ben Elenbaas, Kaylee Galloway, Jessica
Rienstra, Jon Scanlon, and Mark Stremler

Announcements

Committee Discussion

1. AB2026-037  Update on 2026 State Legislative Session
DISCUSSED AND MOTION(S) APPROVED

MOTION 1
Motion approved that they add HB 2442 and its Senate companion SB 6294 to their legislative agenda.

MOTION 2
Motion approved to support HB 2520 regarding emergency meetings.

MOTION 3
Motion approved that Galloway represent Whatcom County as "other” so that they have the opportunity to learn
more about this legislation (House Bill 2170 and companion Senate Bill 5999) and potentially help shape it.

2. AB2026-078  Discussion of urban growth area proposals for the 2025 Comprehensive Plan
DISCUSSED AND MOTION(S) APPROVED

MOTION 1
Motion approved to (preliminarily) support a proposal from the City of Nooksack that includes areas 3 and 4.

MOTION 2
Motion approved to (preliminarily) support the updated proposal from the City of Blaine.

3. AB2026-079  Discussion of Comprehensive Plan Chapter 4, Capital Facilities, and Chapter 5,
Utilities
NOT ACTED UPON

4. AB2026-023  Discussion of a draft ordinance amending Whatcom County Code Chapter 5.40

Outdoor Musical Entertainment, Amusements and Assemblies
DISCUSSED AND MOTION(S) APPROVED

Motion approved to introduce the ordinance this evening.

5. AB2026-045  Discussion regarding the implementation of the 2025 charter amendments passed by
voters

DISCUSSED
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6. AB2026-040  Ordinance establishing Whatcom County Code Section 2.02.195 Performance
Audits

DISCUSSED

Items Added by Revision

Other Business

Motion approved that Councilmembers Galloway and Scanlon move forward with a proposal for up to $9,999 to
facilitate a strategic plan for the County Council.

Adjournment

Whatcom County Page 2 Printed on 1/27/2026


https://whatcom.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=22764

