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Call To Order

Council Chair Kaylee Galloway called the meeting to order at 8:41 a.m. ina
hybrid meeting.

Roll Call

Present: 7 - Barry Buchanan, Tyler Byrd, Todd Donovan, Ben Elenbaas, Kaylee Galloway,
Jon Scanlon, and Mark Stremler

Announcements

Committee Discussion

Attorney Present: Kellen Kooistra, Kimbery Thulin, and Dennis McLerran
(Cascadia Law).

Galloway stated that discussion of agenda item one may take place in

executive session pursuant to RCW 42.30.110 (1)(i). Executive session

will conclude no later than 9:15 a.m. If the meeting extends beyond the

stated conclusion time, the Council chair will make a public announcement.

Byrd moved to go into executive session until no later than 9:15 a.m. to
discuss the agenda item pursuant to the RCW citation as announced by the
Council Chair. The motion was seconded by Buchanan.

Donovan stated he was hoping they could have a discussion before they go
into executive session so they can get an understanding of what they can talk
about publicly. He asked if they are going to get a public presentation about
this whole thing so people know what has happened and what decisions were
made by the executive regarding enforcement.

Kellen Kooistra, Prosecuting Attorney's Office, answered what of this topic
can or should be public versus disclosed in executive session.

Scanlon stated he does not think they have had enough discussion and he
thinks there ought to be a public discussion about what the gaps were in our
code and enforcement because that is about the County’s code and how it
enforces its code. He would like to discuss whether there is anything that
they need to change to make sure that something like this does not happen
again.

Galloway stated maybe that can discuss the matter on their agenda today
which is subject to an executive session, then they can schedule a follow up
to discuss the gaps in code and enforcement. She stated they can have the
executive session and figure out how they want to move forward.

Whatcom County Page 1



Council Committee of the Committee Minutes - Draft Minutes July 22, 2025
‘Whole-Executive Session

The motion carried by the following vote:
Aye: 5 - Byrd, Elenbaas, Galloway, Scanlon, and Stremler
Nay: 2 - Buchanan and Donovan

Councilmembers entered executive session at 8:48 a.m.

1. AB2025-531  Discussion with Planning and Development Services Director Mark Personius,
outside council Dennis McLerran of Cascadia Law, and Deputy Prosecutor Kellen
Kooistra regrading Petrogas permitting and enforcement. [Discussion of this item may
take place in executive session (closed to the public) pursuant to RCW 42.30.110 (1)
(1).]

This agenda item was DISCUSSED.

Items Added by Revision

There were no agenda items added by revision.

Other Business

There was no other business.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 9:16 a.m.

ATTEST:
WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL
WHATCOM COUNTY, WA

Cathy Halka, Council Clerk Kaylee Galloway, Council Chair

Meeting Minutes prepared by Kristi Felbinger
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