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Call To Order

Roll Call

Present: 7 - Elizabeth Boyle, Barry Buchanan, Ben Elenbaas, Kaylee Galloway, Jessica
Rienstra, Jon Scanlon, and Mark Stremler

Announcements

Council "Consent Agenda' Items

1. AB2026-060  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement
between Whatcom County and Snohomish County Department of Emergency
Management to utilize State Homeland Security Grant Program funding to sustain and
enhance Division of Emergency Management programs, in the amount of $47,479

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION BY CONSENT

Aye: 7- Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
Nay: 0

2. AB2026-068  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement
between Whatcom County and the Port of Bellingham for Fairhaven Marine Industrial
Park Infrastructure Improvements, in the amount of $3,000,000

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION BY CONSENT

Aye: 7- Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
Nay: 0

3. AB2026-069  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement
between Whatcom County and the City of Bellingham for the What-Comm
Communications Center in support of reimbursement for 911 capital equipment
expenses in the amount of $94,107

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION BY CONSENT

Aye: 7- Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
Nay: 0

4, AB2026-092  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement
between Whatcom County and the City of Bellingham to affirm and jointly agree to
the terms of financial support for the Whatcom Racial Equity Commission in 2026,
including a financial commitment by the County in an amount not to exceed $50,000
and a financial commitment by the City in an amount not to exceed $100,000

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION BY CONSENT

Aye: 7- Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
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Nay: 0

5. AB2026-116  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment
between Whatcom County and the Washington State Department of Transportation
to obligate federal Ferry Boat Program funds for the Lummi Island Ferry operating
costs, in the amount of $1,920,916 for a total amended contract amount of
$3,596,616

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION BY CONSENT

Aye: 7- Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
Nay: 0

6. AB2026-117  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement
amendment between Whatcom County and Washington State Department of Health
to provide funding for various public health services in the amount of $166,766, for a
total amended agreement amount of $11,128,322

This item was considered separately below.

7. AB2026-122  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between
Whatcom County and North Sound Behavioral Health Administrative Services
Organization to recognize and allocate revenue to Whatcom County for its
participation in the North Sound Integrated Care Network, in the amount of
$725,761.41

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION BY CONSENT
Aye: 7- Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
Nay: 0

8. AB2026-123  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an agreement between
Whatcom County and Whatcom Land Trust to provide pass-through grant funding
from the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office for the purchase of
Phase 1 of the Stewart Mountain Community Forest, in the amount of $665,402

This item was considered separately below.

9. AB2026-127  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment
between Whatcom County and Washington Initiative for Supported Employment to
provide developmental disabilities-related training and technical assistance services in
the amount of $20,000, for a total amended contract amount of $59,500

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION BY CONSENT

Aye: 7 - Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler

Nay: 0
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10. AB2026-133  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract amendment
between Whatcom County and King Architecture, PLLC for additional design and
electrical engineering services for the Van Zandt Community Hall renovation, in the
amount of $13,540 for a total amended contract amount of $132,394

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION BY CONSENT
Aye: 7- Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
Nay: 0

11. AB2026-137  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a Collective Bargaining
Agreement between Whatcom County and Professional and Technical Employees,
Local 17 for the period January 1, 2026 - December 31, 2028

WITHDRAWN
Aye: 7- Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
Nay: 0

12. AB2026-142  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a purchase agreement
between Whatcom County and Western Washington University for the purchase of
property located at 333 32nd Street, Bellingham WA (Tax Parcel No.
370306340528), in the amount of $8,056,584

This item was considered separately below.

13. AB2026-147  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a lease agreement
between Whatcom County and Western Washington University (WWU) for WWU’s
use of the facility located at 333 32nd Street, Bellingham WA for two years, revenue
amount of $174,878

This item was considered separately below.

Council "Consent Agenda'" Items Considered Separately

6. AB2026-117  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement
amendment between Whatcom County and Washington State Department of Health
to provide funding for various public health services in the amount of $166,766, for a
total amended agreement amount of $11,128,322

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION

Aye: 6- Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, and Scanlon
Nay: 1- Stremler

8. AB2026-123  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an agreement between
Whatcom County and Whatcom Land Trust to provide pass-through grant funding
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from the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office for the purchase of
Phase 1 of the Stewart Mountain Community Forest, in the amount of $665,402

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION
Aye: 5- Boyle, Buchanan, Galloway, Rienstra, and Scanlon

Nay: 2- Elenbaas, and Stremler

12. AB2026-142  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a purchase agreement
between Whatcom County and Western Washington University for the purchase of
property located at 333 32nd Street, Bellingham WA (Tax Parcel No.
370306340528), in the amount of $8,056,584

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION
Aye: 5- Boyle, Buchanan, Galloway, Rienstra, and Scanlon

Nay: 2- Elenbaas, and Stremler

13. AB2026-147  Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a lease agreement
between Whatcom County and Western Washington University (WWU) for WWU’s
use of the facility located at 333 32nd Street, Bellingham WA for two years, revenue
amount of $174,878

RECOMMENDED FOR AUTHORIZATION

Aye: 5- Boyle, Buchanan, Galloway, Rienstra, and Scanlon

Nay: 2- Elenbaas, and Stremler

Committee Discussion

1. AB2026-135  Discussion of an ordinance amending the project budget for the Courthouse Building
Envelope Fund, request no. 7
DISCUSSED

2. AB2026-144  Discussion of an ordinance establishing the Ferndale Senior Activity Center

Improvements Fund and establishing an initial budget for the Ferndale Senior Activity
Center Improvements Fund

DISCUSSED

3. AB2026-146  Discussion of an ordinance amending the 2026 Whatcom County Budget, request no.
4, in the amount of $1,804,963
DISCUSSED

4. AB2026-148  Discussion of an ordinance establishing the project budget for the Strawberry

Point/Lake Whatcom Boulevard stormwater improvements, request no. 1

DISCUSSED
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Committee Discussion and Recommendation to Council

1.

AB2026-094

Aye:

Nay:

AB2026-098

Aye:

Nay:

AB2026-104

Aye:

Nay:

AB2026-100

Aye:

Nay:

AB2026-102

Aye:

Nay:

Ordinance closing the Northwest Annex Redevelopment Fund
RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION

5- Boyle, Buchanan, Galloway, Rienstra, and Scanlon

2 - Elenbaas, and Stremler

Enactment No: ORD 2026-004

Ordinance amending the project budget for the Hovander Park Building
Improvements Project, request no. 4

RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION

7 - Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
0

Enactment No: ORD 2026-005

Ordinance establishing the 32nd Street Property Acquisition Fund and establishing an
initial budget for the 32nd Street Property Acquisition Fund

SUBSTITUTE RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION
5 - Boyle, Buchanan, Galloway, Rienstra, and Scanlon
2 - Elenbaas, and Stremler

Enactment No: ORD 2026-006

Ordinance establishing the Glacier Restroom Improvements Fund and establishing an
initial budget for the Glacier Restroom Improvements Fund

RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION

7 - Boyle, Buchanan, Elenbaas, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
0

Enactment No: ORD 2026-007

Ordinance amending the project budget for the New Public Health, Safety and Justice
Facility, request no. 10

RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION

6 - Boyle, Buchanan, Galloway, Rienstra, Scanlon, and Stremler
1 - Elenbaas

Enactment No: ORD 2026-008
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6. AB2026-110  Ordinance amending the 2026 Whatcom County Budget, request no. 3, in the amount
of $7,123,065

RECOMMENDED FOR ADOPTION

Aye: 5- Boyle, Buchanan, Galloway, Rienstra, and Scanlon
Nay: 2- Elenbaas, and Stremler

Enactment No: ORD 2026-009

Items Added by Revision

Other Business

Adjournment

Whatcom County Page 6 Printed on 2/12/2026


https://whatcom.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=22835

