
PROPOSED BY: PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

INTRODUCED: JUNE 23, 2026 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AMENDING THE OFFICIAL WHATCOM COUNTY ZONING MAP UNDER 

THE 2025-2026 PERIODIC UPDATE OF THE WHATCOM COUNTY 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UNDER THE GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT 

WHEREAS, every ten years as part of the periodic update, RCW 

36.70A.130(1)(a) requires Whatcom County to take legislative action to review and, if 

needed, revise its comprehensive plan and development regulations to comply with 

the requirements of Chapter 36.70A RCW (the Growth Management Act); and 

WHEREAS, Whatcom County Planning and Development Services has 

proposed amendments to the official Whatcom County Zoning Map as part of the 

2025-2026 periodic update to implement the plan's updated goals and policies, fulfill 

the mandatory elements required for Comprehensive Plans under the GMA, and 

ensure internal consistency pursuant to RCW 36.70A.130(1)(a), RCW 36.70A.070, 

and WAC 365-196-500; and 

WHEREAS, the County Council docketed PLN2023-00001 to implement 

development regulation updates associated with the 2025-26 periodic update of the 

Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the County Council hereby adopts the following findings of fact: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The zoning map amendments were studied under the Whatcom County
Comprehensive Plan Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) issued on August
22, 2025, under file number SEPA2024-00001; and

2. Notice of Intent to Adopt Development Amendment was submitted to the
Washington State Department of Commerce on each of the proposed zoning

map amendments as detailed below:
a. Blaine Zoning Map Amendments:

i. 60-Day Notice of Intent to Adopt Amendment emailed 2-17-2026;

ii. Assigned Submittal ID Number 2026-S-11522;

b. Bellingham UGA, Everson UGA, Nooksack UGA, Cherry Point UGA, Birch Bay

UGA, Columbia Valley UGA, Hinote’s Corner, Pole & Guide Meridian, and
Custer LAMIRDs Zoning Map Amendments:

i. Request for Expedited Review emailed 4-14-2026;

ii. Assigned Submittal ID Number 2026-S-12706;
iii. Granted 4-28-2026;

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=365-196-500
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/4219/Environmental-Impact-Statement#docaccess-8d02d776a85c9d0e9faac24800072b0783cabb1f159ac7e4306da3b665492389


 

 

  

c. Lummi Island Zoning Map Amendments: 

i. Request for Expedited Review emailed 5-6-2026; 
ii. Assigned Submittal ID Number 2026-S-12796; 
iii. Granted 5-21-2026; and 

 

3. The Whatcom County Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing 
on the proposed zoning map amendments on February 26, 2026, April 23, 

2026, and May 14, 2026; and 

4. The County Council held a duly noticed public hearing on the proposed 

amendments on _________. 

5. Adoption of the zoning map amendments implements applicable requirements 
under the Growth Management Act pursuant to RCW 36.70A.130(1)(a), RCW 

36.70A.070, and WAC 365-196-500; and 

6. The proposed recommended zoning map amendments are consistent with the 

following GMA Planning Goals under RCW 36.70.020: 
a. Number 1: Urban growth. Encourage development in urban areas where 

adequate public facilities and services exist or can be provided in an 
efficient manner; 

b. Number 2: Reduce sprawl. Reduce the inappropriate conversion of 

undeveloped land into sprawling, low-density development; 

c. Number 5: Economic development. Encourage economic development 

throughout the state that is consistent with adopted comprehensive 
plans, promote economic opportunity for all citizens of this state, 
especially for unemployed and for disadvantaged persons, promote the 

retention and expansion of existing businesses and recruitment of new 
businesses, recognize regional differences impacting economic 

development opportunities, and encourage growth in areas experiencing 
insufficient economic growth, all within the capacities of the state's 
natural resources, public services, and public facilities; 

d. Number 8: Natural resource industries. Maintain and enhance natural 
resource-based industries, including productive timber, agricultural, and 

fisheries industries. Encourage the conservation of productive forestlands 
and productive agricultural lands, and discourage incompatible uses; 

e. Number 9: Open space and recreation. Retain open space and green 

space, enhance recreational opportunities, enhance fish and wildlife 
habitat, increase access to natural resource lands and water, and 

develop parks and recreation facilities; 

f. Number 10: Environment. Protect and enhance the environment and 
enhance the state's high quality of life, including air and water quality, 

and the availability of water; 
 

https://www.whatcomcounty.us/AgendaCenter/Planning-Commission-9#docaccess-b03275a1ac816d3e166df93b95a5cf0d901e0a78d70fc2cfeda1c1f1aa03a975
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/AgendaCenter/Planning-Commission-9#docaccess-9c67e85f94c1bea2337e4bfa212c81a9
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/AgendaCenter/Planning-Commission-9#docaccess-9c67e85f94c1bea2337e4bfa212c81a9
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/AgendaCenter/Planning-Commission-9#docaccess-a4b2f63619e844f63a38ccc5f9a078a1
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=365-196-500


 

 

  

 

g. Number 11: Citizen participation and coordination. Encourage the 

involvement of citizens in the planning process, including the 
participation of vulnerable populations and overburdened communities, 

and ensure coordination between communities and jurisdictions to 
reconcile conflicts; and 

7. The amendments are consistent with the current and amended goals and 

policies of the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan. 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
1. The amendments are in the public interest. 

2. The amendments do not include or facilitate spot zoning. 

3. The amendments are consistent with applicable approval requirements for 
zoning map amendments under WCC 22.10.060. 

4. The amendments implement and are internally consistent with the updated 
associated goals and policies of the 2025-2026 Comprehensive Plan pursuant 
to RCW 36.70A.130, and WAC 365-196-500. 

5. The amendments are consistent with the Washington State Growth 
Management Act (RCW 36.70A) and its Planning Goals (RCW 36.70A.020). 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the zoning 
map amendment relating to the pending City of Blaine de-annexation area, of 
approximately 573 acres, shall only take effect upon finalization of de-annexation and 

returning the land to the unincorporated Whatcom County land base; and 

  

https://ecode360.com/47951822#47951849
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=365-196-500
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=36.70a.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.020


 

 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that 

amendments to the official Whatcom County Zoning Map are hereby adopted as 

shown in Exhibits 1 through 11; and 

BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that, should any 

part of this regulation be held to be illegal, unconstitutional, or otherwise 

unenforceable, the remainder of the regulation shall apply. 

ADOPTED this       day of      , 2026 

       WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 

ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

                         

Cathy Halka, Clerk of the Council    Kaylee Galloway, Council Chair 

 
 

WHATCOM COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:    WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON   

                           

Civil Deputy Prosecutor     Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 

 

(     ) Approved (     ) Denied 

Date Signed:       



California Creek

Dakota Creek

Terrell Creek
Fingalson Creek

Ha
yn

ie 
Cr

ee
k

Ha
yn

ie 
Cr

ee
k

Te
rre

ll C
ree

k

Haynie Creek

BAY RD

BL
AI

NE
 R

D

PORTAL WAY

D ST

H ST

SWEET RD

H STREET RD

BIRCH BAY DR
KI

CK
ER

VI
LL

E R
D

BIRCH BAY LYNDEN RD

ARNIE RD

VA
LL

EY
 VI

EW
 R

D

HAYNIE RD

GI
LE

S R
D

PIPELINE RD

GRANDVIEW RD

SEMIAHMOO PKWY

HA
RV

EY
 R

D

DRAYTON HARBOR RD

PEACE PORTAL DR

HA
M 

RD

C ST

JA
CK

SO
N 

RD

ANDERSON RD

LOOMIS TRAIL RD

SALISH RD

WHITE RD

YEW AVE

MCGEE RD

HA
RB

OR
VIE

W 
RD

LINCOLN RD

SH
IN

TA
FF

ER
 R

D

G ST

4T
H 

ST

HELWEG RD

F ST

3R
D 

ST

BIRCH POINT RD

HOIER RD

6T
H 

ST

HALL RD

PA
CI

FIC
 H

WY

CO
MO

X R
D

EL
K 

RD

BOBLETT ST

SEMIAHMOO DR

WEST RD

ALDERSON RD

BEHME RD

12
TH

 ST

CEDAR ST

BELL RD

E ST

MARINE DR

QU
IN

AU
LT

 R
D

BOBLETT RD

ODELL RD

CREASEY RD

SEHOME RD

DA
HL

 LN

SU
NS

ET
 D

R

SKEENA WAY

GE
MI

NI
 ST

NICOLE LN

SE
LD

ER
 R

D

ADELIA ST

CHERRY ST

FORTUNE LN

5T
H 

ST

N 
HA

RV
EY

 R
D

MASTERSON RD

CA
RS

ON
 R

D

B ST

WO
OD

 D
UC

K 
WA

Y

KA
RB

ER
 R

D

HOLEMAN AVE

YUKON WAY

TARTE RD

PE
RC

IE 
RD

W 88TH ST

CANVASBACK RD

W 
37

TH
 D

R

HORIZON DR

EV
ER

ET
T R

D

W 
31

ST
 PL

SE
AS

HE
LL

 W
AY

FL
AM

BE
AU

 R
D

KLUKEN RD

RO
GE

R 
RD

DO
DD

 ST

CR
OC

KE
T R

D

MEMORY LN

FOX RD

GLENDALE DR

2N
D 

ST

CLYDE ST

ST
AD

SV
OL

D 
RD

10
TH

 ST

KA
YA

K 
WA

Y

W 
30

TH
 C

RS
T

HI
CK

OR
Y R

ID
GE

 LN

JE
RO

ME
 ST

HOLTZHEIMER TRL

FLEET RD

BAYVUE RD
AL

LA
N 

ST

CASTLEROCK DR

NAKAT WAY
TE

LS
TA

R 
RD

W 
34

TH
 C

RS
T

LEESIDE DR
EDDIE LN

OW
L L

N

GRANT AVE

NOOTKA LOOP

SH
ER

WO
OD

 D
R

ALDER ST

NIS
KA

 RD

SEAVUE RD

15
TH

 ST

MORGAN DR

SA
FS

TE
N 

RD

W 72ND ST

NOEL ST

FIR AVE

HELW
EG LN

HIGHLAND DR

SE
A 

LIN
KS

 D
R

LEGION DR

SP
OO

NE
R 

CR
EE

K 
LN

SHIPYARD RD

WINDMILL LN

PE
AC

E P
AR

K 
DR

CAMAS DR

16
TH

 ST

A ST

BA
YV

IEW
 AV

E

LO
OM

IS 
TR

AI
L L

N

W 99TH ST

LEAF LN

GEORGIA ST

RED CEDAR RD

BI
RC

H 
TE

RR
AC

E L
N

DAKOTA LN

SUNBURST DR

PINE SISKIN RD W 
34

TH
 AV

E

WHISTLER DR

DRAYTON VIEW LN

OS
PR

EY
 RD

HOYT RD

SH
OR

E P
IN

E P
L

MO
LE

RS
 LN

DE
ER

 TR
L

HA
ZE

LN
UT

 LN

PINTAIL LOOP

GOSHAWK RD

MILHOLLIN DR

CREST DR

FISHERMANS BEND LN

HA
RB

OR
 DR

BARKERS LN

14
TH

 ST

MARY AVE

AERIE LN

RONALD DR

CU
ST

ER
 R

D

GRANDVIEW RD

F ST 4T
H 

ST

ALDER ST

B ST

ARNIE RD

HA
M 

RD

E ST

LOOMIS TRAIL RD

VA
LL

EY
 VI

EW
 R

D

A ST

GRANDVIEW RD

VA
LL

EY
 VI

EW
 R

D

LINCOLN RD

CREASEY RD

G ST

B ST

- Blaine

0 1,300 2,600 3,900 5,200650
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

UR4

Blaine

Birch
    Bay

(UR4)

573 Ac.
Existing City of Blaine to Rural
City Zoning to R10A

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

Blaine

UR4

UR4
Drayton
    Harbor

R5A

Exhibit 1 (a)

*

*Shall only take affect upon return to county land base.



Dakota Creek

California Creek

PEACE PORTAL DR

HALL RD

BL
AI

NE
 R

D

BE
LL

 R
D

ODELL RD
HUGHES AVE

YEW AVE

DO
DD

 ST

RUNGE AVE

LEIGHTON ST

SWEET RD

SHIPYARD RD

BA
YV

IEW
 AV

E

FERN ST
WEST RD

HOYT RD

EVANS DR

PORTAL WAY

MARY AVE

BALDWIN PL

ALBERT AVE

MONTFORT AVE

WILSON AVE

DRAYTON HARBOR RD

NA
TU

RE
S P

AT
H 

WA
Y

DE
AR

BO
RN

 AV
E

ELMWOOD DR

WASHINGTON AVE

RUBY ST

RENE CT

SE
AS

IDE
 DR

BAY CIR

SH
IPY

AR
D 

LN

WA
GN

ER
 AV

E
EARLS CT

BENNETT AVE

MA
LD

IVE
S C

T

BA
YV

IEW
 AV

E

DE
AR

BO
RN

 AV
E

- Blaine - Harbor Shores UGA

0 250 500 750 1,000125
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

Blaine

Birch
    Bay

(UR4)

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

UR4

UR4

R5A

Exhibit 1 (b)



Squalicum Creek
Silv

er 
Cre

ek

Bear Creek

KELLY RD

E SMITH RD

SAMISH WAY

W SMITH RD

ME
RI

DI
AN

 S
T

HA
NN

EG
AN

 R
D

OLD SAMISH RD

LAKEWAY DR

AL
DR

IC
H 

RD

NO
ON

 R
D

MARINE DR

F ST

KLINE RD

JA
ME

S 
ST

40
TH

 S
T

I ST

MT BAKER HWY

ALABAMA ST

LAKE LOUISE RD

VAN WYCK RD

PACIFIC HWY

G ST

H ST

WO
BU

RN
 S

T

NORTHWEST DR

D ST

32
ND

 S
T

BARKLEY BLVD

Y R
D

E BAKERVIEW RD

BIRCHWOOD AVE

24
TH

 S
T

BR
ITT

ON
 R

D

NORTHSHORE RD
CU

RT
IS

 R
D

HIGH ST

CO
RN

WA
LL

 AV
E

IOWA ST

14
TH

 S
T

BE
NN

ET
T D

R

TEXAS ST

MI
SS

IO
N 

RD

30
TH

 S
T

LIN
CO

LN
 ST

LAKE WHATCOM BLVD

YE
W

 ST
RE

ET
 R

D

34
TH

 S
T

DEW
EY R

D

ROEDER AVE

PU
GE

T S
T

RU
RA

L A
VE

17
TH

 S
T

HARRIS AVE

BRIAR RD

EL
M 

ST

EV
ER

SO
N 

GO
SH

EN
 R

D

13
TH

 S
T

ALDERWOOD AVE

LY
NN

 S
T

15
TH

 S
T

AG
AT

E B
AY

 LN

KOPE RD

SLATER RD

N GARDEN ST

YE
W

 ST

BROADWAY

CHUCKANUT DR

VIN
IN

G 
RD

JONES LN

21
ST

 S
T

11
TH

 S
T

ACADEMY RD

16
TH

 S
T

W BAKERVIEW RD

SQUALICUM WAY

ST
 C

LA
IR

 S
T

WY
NN

 R
D

LA
BO

UN
TY

 D
R

ELDRIDGE AVE

BA
YS

ID
E 

RD

ZA
ND

ER
 D

R

OR
LE

AN
S 

ST

CHUCKANUT DR N

GU
ID

E 
ME

RI
DI

AN

GR
AN

T S
T

DONOVAN AVE

TELEGRAPH RD

E MAPLE ST EU
CL

ID
 AV

E

HU
RO

N 
ST

HI
GH

LA
ND

 D
R

VIC
TO

R 
ST

IR
ON

 G
AT

E 
RD

SUNSET AVE

MONROE ST

GR
AV

EL
IN

E R
D

UT
TE

R 
ST

FRASER ST

NORTHWEST AVE

C ST

TO
AD

 LA
KE

 R
D

12
TH

 S
T

E ST

WA
LN

UT
 S

T

N STATE ST

E KELLOGG RD

OHIO ST

NORTHSHORE DR

CEDARWOOD AVE

WILLOW RD

COUNTRY LN

IR
ON

 S
T

W MAPLEWOOD AVE

MCLEOD RD

B ST

BOULE
VA

RD

HUNTLEY RD

DE
EM

ER
 R

D

OLD FAIRHAVEN PKWY

NE
VA

DA
 S

T

HU
MB

OL
DT

 S
T

BA
NC

RO
FT

 R
D

AIRPORT DR

VA
LL

ET
TE

 ST

W LARSON RD

YORK ST

E ILLINOIS ST

MI
CH

IG
AN

 S
T

GE
NE

VA
 S

T

SY
LV

AN
 S

T

AU
ST

IN
 ST

S STA
TE

 ST

22
ND

 S
T

WA
HL

 R
D

4T
H 

ST

LINDEN RD

LAHTI DR

J S
T

BY
ER

S 
RD

VIN
IN

G 
ST

DIVISION ST

E HORTON RD

LA
KE

VI
EW

 ST

FIELDSTON RD

TOWER 3000 RD

TO
LE

DO
 S

T

ROMA RD

N FOREST ST

VA
LE

NC
IA

 S
T

EL
IZA

 AV
E

TREMONT AVE

RA
CI

NE
 ST

E MCLEOD RD

WE
ST

 S
T

PLYMOUTH DR

BAKER ST

FALLS DR

19
TH

 S
T

VIEWCREST RD

OR
IEN

TA
L A

VE

35
TH

 S
T

RO
LA

ND
 S

T

BI
RC

H 
ST

ER
IE 

ST

STERK LN

KE
NO

YE
R 

DR

W ILLINOIS ST

RA
YM

ON
D 

ST

JUNE RD

PRINCE AVE

6T
H 

ST

W KLINE RD

NE
TT

LE
 LN

STABLE LN

KEY ST

MI
ST

Y L
N

SU
SS

EX
 D

R

33
RD

 ST

MOREY A
VE

E HOLLY ST

BILL MCDONALD PKWY

S GARDEN ST

COTTONWOOD AVE

ISAACSON RD

WILKIN ST

RA
UC

H 
DR

N 
LA

KE
 SA

MI
SH

 D
R

MA
GR

AT
H 

RDW ORCHARD DR

DOUGLAS AVE

10
TH

 S
T

GR
IFF

ITH
 AV

E

48
TH

 S
T

ARBORET
UM DR

MAHOGANY AVE

TO
W

ER
 20

00
 R

D

JENSEN RD

CHERRYWOOD AVE

VIN
EY

AR
D 

DR

QU
EE

N 
ST

MI
TC

HE
LL

 W
AY

STERLING DR

PA
TT

ON
 R

D

DE
AN

 AV
E

RAILROAD AVE

HAWTHORN RD

WA
SC

HK
E 

RD

KENTUCKY ST

HONEYCOMB LN

E CHESTNUT ST

PE
NN

Y L
N

W HORTON RD

MO
EN

A 
DR

E MARYLAND ST

BA
KE

RV
IE

W 
SP

UR

E 2
3R

D 
AV

E

BR
AY

S W
AY

GA
LB

RA
ITH

 LN

HILLSDALE RD

HA
GG

IN
 R

D

GO
VE

RN
OR

 R
D

ILLINOIS LN

DA
KI

N 
ST

CAROLINA ST

S PARK DR

ACADEMY ST

E 1
8T

H 
CR

ST

NO
ME

 ST

LEE WAY

RA
NC

HO
S 

RD

LEWIS AVE

47
TH

 S
T

MASON ST

37
TH

 S
T

E C
OL

LE
GE

 W
AY

EMERALD LAKE WAY

MAPLE CT

DI
NK

EL
 R

D

FR
AN

KL
IN

 S
T

LE
E 

CT

DELLESTA DR

CHUCKANUT CREST DR

BYRON AVE

HA
CK

ET
T R

D

KING AVE

20
TH

 ST

GR
AN

D 
AV

E

PARKHURST DR

BASS ST

MO
OR

E 
ST

E SUNSET DR

CLEATOR RD

SQUALICUM PKWY

36
TH

 ST

HO
LL

YW
OO

D 
AV

E

CR
ES

TO
N W

AY

HA
MM

ER
 D

R

CO
RD

AT
A 

PK
WY

LA
KE

W
OO

D 
LN

VA
N 

W
YC

K 
LN

FLYNN ST

SIL
VE

R B
EA

CH R
D

ROSS RD

WILTSE LN

SAN JUAN BLVD

TE
MP

LE
TO

N 
WA

Y

E 3
RD

 D
R

ALVARADO DR

HI
LIN

E 
RD

BE
LL

W
ET

HE
R 

LN

EL
LIS

 S
T

WELLING RD

FIR
 S

T

AIRPORT WAY

MARIETTA AVE

GR
OV

E S
T

CODY AVE

LOST CREEK LN

VA
CC

A 
LN

HARRISON ST

E 2
6T

H 
AV

E

HO
ME

 R
D

FA
T D

OG
 LN

E 36TH TER

LO
WE

 AV
E

E OREGON ST

TAYLOR AVE

NIAGARA DR

HIGH CLIFF LN

ST
RO

ME
R 

RD

PAPETTI LN

KR
AM

ER
 LN

LEVITT ST

CI
ND

Y 
LN

POLO PARK DR

RE
D 

TR
EE

 LN

GR
EE

NW
OO

D 
AV

E

AGATE HEIGHTS RD

CHANCE RD

TU
LL

 R
D

PORTAL DR

DUMAS AVE

WOODSTOCK WAY

DA
LE

 R
D

BROAD ST

MILL AVE

BELLIS FAIR PKWY

GOODING AV
E

YELLOW BRICK RD

AVA LN

FAIRHAVEN AVE

8T
H 

ST

MA
RI

NE
 W

AY

ADAMS AVE

VALLEYBROOK LN

PALMER RD

WHARF ST

LARRABEE RD

TUMBLING WATER DR

CANYON CT

TIMBERLINE DR

E 2
1S

T D
R

WA
DE

 ST

CR
EIG

HT
ON

 R
D

25TH ST

PA
RK

ST
ON

E L
N

38
TH

 S
T

MIDDLEFIELD RD

RIMLAND DR

E LOPEZ CT

SMOKEY DR

PR
OS

PE
CT

 S
T

N 
34

TH
 S

T

E ORCHARD DR
IDELL DR

KE
ES

LIN
G 

ST

VE
RO

NA
 S

T

SA
ND

ST
ON

E 
WA

Y

NORTHVIEW ST

ER
IE 

TE
R

JE
FF

ER
SO

N 
AV

E

KI
NG

 S
T

W LAUREL ST

SP
YG

LA
SS

 D
R

GR
AC

EW
OO

D 
LN

IDAHO ST

AN
DE

RS
ON

 W
AY

EDGEW
OOD LN

SHADY LANE RD

WESTERN LN
WILDWOOD DR

CR
ES

TL
IN

E 
DR

ANN CT

LE
GA

CY
 LN

CHURCH ST

FO
RT

 B
EL

LIN
GH

AM
 R

D

SPRINGLAND LN

HUNSICKER RD

WYNN RIDGE LN

WOODBINE WAY

S HARBOR LOOP DR

27
TH

 S
T

E 1
8T

H 
AV

E

E 2
1S

T P
L

40
TH

 P
L

GERITY RD

E 1
2T

H 
DR

18
TH

 S
T

CO
UG

AR
 R

D

WI
LL

OW
W

OO
D 

AV
E

39
TH

 S
T

YEARLING PL

SP
OO

NB
ILL

 LN

PA
LIS

AD
E W

AY

STRIDER LN

PASCO ST

IN
DU

ST
RI

AL
 P

L

HAPPY CT

E B
IR

CH
 S

T

ORCA LN

OLD MILL RD
XE

NI
A 

ST
OL

D 
W

OB
UR

N 
ST

KEYSTONE WAY

W RUSLEY DR

MA
TH

ES
ON

 LN

KE
ST

ER
 AV

E

VIRGINIA ST

HO
WA

RD
 AV

E

GI
LL

IA
M 

DR

SE
AV

IE
W 

CI
R

LISA LN

TROUT LAKE DR

FA
IR

VI
EW

 S
TGLEN COVE LN

CONNELLY AVE

ORCHID DR

GLADSTONE ST

BYERS LN

LINDSAY AVE

PA
CI

FIC
 S

T

E CONNECTICUT ST

MEADOR AVE

KENTUCKY ST

PACIFIC HWY

ER
IE 

ST

20
TH

 S
T

VAN WYCK RD

FR
AN

KL
IN

 S
T

NORTHWEST AVE

MO
OR

E 
ST

MCLEOD RD

YE
W

 ST

MITCHELL WAY

E MAPLE ST

39
TH

 S
T

E MCLEOD RD

17
TH

 S
T

SLATER RD

ACADEMY ST

FIR
 S

T

37
TH

 S
T

E ILLINOIS ST

E SUNSET D
R

E ST

37
TH

 S
T

SUNSET AVE

JA
ME

S 
ST

38
TH

 S
T

KI
NG

 S
T

18
TH

 S
T

MCLEOD RD

SLATER RD

MI
SS

IO
N 

RD

NE
VA

DA
 S

T

GR
AN

T S
T

LIN
CO

LN
 ST

38
TH

 S
T

Y RD

RACINE ST

IR
ON

 S
T

EL
LIS

 S
T

- Bellingham

0 1,800 3,600 5,400 7,200900
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

Bellingham

(R10A)

Area 3 - 301 ac.
UGAR to UGA
R10A to URMX 10-24

URMX10-24

Area 5 - 19.5 ac.
Rural to UGA
R5A to URMX 6-10

(R5A)
URMX 6-10

Area 4 - 37 ac.
UGAR to UGA
R5A to URMX 10-24

(R5A)URMX 10-24
LII

LII

URMX 6-12

UR6 URMX
6-12

UR

Area 6 - 320 ac.
UGA to Rural
UR to R5AR5A(UR)

R5A(UR)

Area 7 - 547 ac.
UGA to Rural
UR to R5A

ROS

ROS
R10A

URMX
6-12

UR6

UR
MX 6-1
0ROS

URMX 6-10
UR4

URMX 6-12

URMX 6-12

(LII)
R10A

Area 2 - 176 ac.
UGA to UGAR
LII to R10A

GC

Area 1 - 520 ac.
UGA to UGAR
LII to R10A

(LII)
R10A

LII
URMX

AO

LII
URM18

URMXUR3

LII

LII

HIIHII
LII

ROS

HII

ROS

UR6

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

TC

Exhibit 2

Rezone:
Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

276



Terrell Creek

California Creek

Terrell Creek
BL

AI
NE

 R
D

BAY RD

BIRCH BAY DR JA
CK

SO
N 

RD

ANDERSON RD
SALISH RD

ARNIE RD
HA

RB
OR

VIE
W 

RD

LINCOLN RD

HELWEG RD

BIRCH POINT RD

BIRCH BAY LYNDEN RD

SH
IN

TA
FF

ER
 R

D

CO
MO

X R
D

GRANDVIEW RD

ALDERSON RD

QUINAULT RD SEHOME RD

SU
NS

ET
 DR

SEMIAHMOO PKWY

SK
EE

NA
 W

AY

GE
MI

NI
 ST

SE
LD

ER
 R

D

MASTERSON RD

CA
RS

ON
 R

D

POINT WHITEHORN RD

COWICHAN RD

KA
RB

ER
 R

D

HOLEMAN AVE

HORIZON DR

KO
EH

N 
RD

SEASHELL WAY

CH
EH

AL
IS 

RD

CR
OC

KE
T R

D

WHITEHORN WAY

GLENDALE DR

KAYA
K WAY

FLEET RD

CALIFORNIA TRL

BAYVUE RD

CL
AM

DI
GG

ER
 D

R

CASTLEROCK DR

NAKAT WAY HAIDA WAY

HALIBUT DR

KEY ST

LEESIDE DR

EDDIE LN

NOOTKA LOOP
ALDER ST

SEAFAIR DR

NISKA RD

BOONE RD

SEAVUE RD

MORGAN DR

FIR ST

SA
FS

TE
N 

RD

SKYVUE RD

HILLVUE RD

WOO
LD

RID
GE

 DR

NOEL ST

BAY RIDGE DR

HELW
EG LN

KIT
AM

AT
 W

AY

HAZEL LN

SE
A 

LIN
KS

 D
R

HENLEY ST LEGION DR

AS
HB

UR
Y C

T

TR
EE

VU
E R

D CAMAS DR

MAK
AH

 RD

LEAF LN

CODY RD

OCEAN MIST DR

SK
AG

IT 
WA

Y

HOSTA ST

FERN ST

SUNBURST DR

TWILIGHT PL

SEAVIEW DRSA
LIS

H 
LN DE
ER

 TR
L

CIRQUE ST

LONICERA DR

LORA LN

PH
EA

SA
NT

 D
R

RE
DS

TO
NE

 ST

HERONSWOOD DR

WO
OD

LA
ND

 D
R

SNOW GOOSE LN

PL
AZ

A P
AR

K 
DR

DORY CT

EAST ST

GEODUCK

W 
42

ND
 PL

HA
RB

OR
 D

R

BIRCH POINT LOOP

S GOLF COURSE DR

TERRILL D
R

TSAWWASSEN LOOP

EL
AI

NE
 ST

MERLOT ST
PETTICOTE LN

CU
ST

ER
 R

D

CEDAR LN

FIR DR

BRIDGER RD

DRIFTWOOD

TR
AC

Y P
L

FIR TREE LN

GOLDSTAR DR

SHADY LN

GRANDVIEW RD

NAKAT WAY

LINCOLN RD

- Birch Bay

0 810 1,620 2,430 3,240405
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

UR4

RC

R10A

UR4

Blaine

(R5A)

Area 3 - 187 ac.
Existing UGA
URM6 TO ROS

Area 1 - 13 AC.
Existing UGA
URM6 to GC

UR4

ROS
(URM6)

URM6
GC

URM24

R10A

RC URM6

GC

GC
(URM6)

NC

URM6 GC

NC

URM6

GC

Area 2 - 100 AC.
Existing UGAR
R5A to R10A

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

Exhibit 3

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:



Terrell Creek

La
ke 

Ter
rel

Fingalson Creek

Terrell Creek

Lake Terrel

ALDERGROVE RD

JA
CK

SO
N 

RD

HENRY RD
GU

LF
 R

D

LA
KE

 TE
RR

EL
L R

D
UNICK RD

KI
CK

ER
VI

LL
E R

D

SLATER RD

LONSETH RD

GRANDVIEW RD

RAINBOW RD

BL
AI

NE
 R

D

HA
M 

RD

MOUNTAIN VIEW RD

PO
IN

T W
HI

TE
HO

RN
 R

D

BROWN RD

BIRCH BAY DR

HELWEG RD

KO
EH

N 
RD

KA
RB

ER
 R

D

WALLTINE RD

HOLEMAN AVE

YUKON WAY

DOUGLAS RD

WHITEHORN WAY

W 37TH DR

EV
ER

ET
T R

D

W 
40

TH
 D

R

SA
FS

TE
N 

RD

KICKERVILLE LN

HELW
EG LN

MAPLE WAY

GA
RR

ET
T L

N

WINDMILL LN

W 
35

TH
 D

R

EVERETT LN

OCEAN MIST DR

TR
EN

T L
N

SH
AR

ON
 D

R

FIGALI LN

MAPLE LN

SHELTER LN

GEORGIAN DR

BROWN RD

GRANDVIEW RD

KI
CK

ER
VI

LL
E R

D

GRANDVIEW RD

BROWN RD

- Cherry Point

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000500
Feet

Whatcom County

Major Port/Industrial Urban Growth Area

R10A

HII

(LII) LII

Area 1 - 385 ac.
UGA to Rural
LII to R10A

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

Exhibit 4

Rezone:



KENDALL RD

LIMESTONE RD

EXIT RD

TIL
BU

RY
 R

D

AZURE WAY

SA
NT

A 
FE

 TR
L

OREGON TRL

GOLDEN VALLEY DR

LE
ON

AR
D L

N

CIMARRON WAY

HOLLY LN

SH
AM

RO
CK

 RD

ALDER LN

SPRAGUE VALLEY DR

CHESTNUT DR

PEACEFUL VALLEY DR

ST
OR

YB
OO

K L
N 

APACHE DR

TOWER RD

GO
LD

 R
UN

 D
R

DOGWOOD DR

OVERLAND TRL

CHISHOLM TRL

BI
RC

H 
LN

BELLWOOD DR

ISENHART L
N

KING VALLEY DR

CASEY RD

CHATEAU RD

POPPY LN

OL
D 

TO
WN

 R
D

CLEAR VALLEY DR
WINDON LN

DEEP VALLEY DR

GOLDEN VALLEY BLVD

GR
EE

N 
TR

EE
 LN

BLUEBELL CT

LIL
AC

 LN

FL
AI

R 
VA

LL
EY

 D
R

DARDU RD

JU
NIP

ER
 PL

BLACKFOOT PL

WINCHESTER WAY

LITTLE BIG HORN RD

FALL VALLEY LN

PONY PL

LARIAT PL

GINKGO DR

ASPEN CT

WATSON LOOP

PINE PL

POPPY CT

LIM
ERICK WAY

HA
ZE

L C
T

JUNIPER LN

VA
LL

EY
 CT

BALFOUR VILLAGE AVE

HAWTHORNE PL

CHERRY LN

MOSEY CT

OLIVE WAY

LINDEN CT

DO
LP

HI
N 

WA
Y

WILLOW PL

- Columbia Valley Urban Growth Area

0 440 880 1,320 1,760220
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

LII

UR4

GC

URM6

UR4

URM6

(RF)

(UR4)

(UR4)RF(R10A)
GC

(UR4)

Area 5 - 40 ac.
Existing UGA
RF to LII 

Area 3 - 84 ac.
Existing UGA
UR4 to URM6

Area 2 - 85 ac.
Existing UGA
UR4 to URM6

Area 1 - 40 ac.
UGAR to Rural Forestry
R10A to RF

Area 4 - 5.5 ac.
Existing UGA
UR4 TO GC

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

Exhibit 5

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:

Rezone:



Nooksack River

Jo
hn

so
n C

ree
k

Scott Ditch

Sumas River

Sum
as 

Rive
r

NO
OK

SA
CK

 R
D

NOLTE RD

MI
SS

IO
N 

RD

E POLE RD

E MAIN ST

EV
ER

SO
N 

GO
SH

EN
 R

D

MASSEY RD

EMERSON RD

W 
2N

D 
ST

STICKNEY ISLAND RD

NO
OK

SA
CK

 AV
E

TR
AP

LIN
E R

D

ME
AD

 AV
E

HOPEWELL RD

VAN DYK RD

REEDS LN

MACK RD

SA
BL

E D
R

CHILDERS RD

E 2
ND

 ST

REGENCY PL

W 
1S

T S
T

EVERSON RD

KALE ST

VA
N 

BU
RE

N 
RD

W MAIN ST

PARK DR

E 4
TH

 ST

COLE RD

CASHMERE LN
BL

AI
R 

DR

CHESTNUT ST

E MADISON ST

N 
WA

SH
IN

GT
ON

 ST

BI
SS

ET
T R

D

GR
EE

NS
 LN

SOUTH PASS RDW COLUMBIA ST

HAYES ST

HUGHES RD

ROBINSON ST

COLEMAN DR

BAKER ST

AL
LIS

ON
 W

AY

NI
GH

T H
AW

K 
WA

Y

LINCOLN ST

AS
PE

N 
DR

RIVER ROCK DR

E LINCOLN ST

KY
LE

 LN

PLUM TREE DR

FR
ED

A A
VE

BI
RC

HW
OO

D 
DR

W 3RD ST

GI
LL

IES
 R

D

HE
RT

EL
 W

AYSH
UK

SA
N 

WA
Y

E 3
RD

 ST

ROEDER ST

COLTON LN

SU
TT

ON
 D

R

W 
1S

T P
L

W LINCOLN ST

MAPLE RIDGE DR

E 1
ST

 ST

SILVES CT

DA
HL

QU
IST

 LN

QUARTER HORSE LN

PO
PL

AR
 D

R

COOPERS LN

SULWHANON DR

JACKSON CT

AMAREEN CT

DENNISON LN

PINE CREST DR

RIVER STCOLTON LN

W 1ST ST

E POLE RD

EV
ER

SO
N R

D

W 2ND ST

W 
3R

D 
ST

- Everson

0 580 1,160 1,740 2,320290
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

Nooksack

(R5A)UR4

EversonAG

UR4
LII

Study Area 3 - 20 ac.
Rural to UGA
R5A to UR4 UR

4

UR4

AG

AG

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

AG

Exhibit 6

Rezone:



Sumas River

Swift Creek
Jo

hn
so

n C
ree

k

Breckenridge CreekNO
OK

SA
CK

 AV
E

ALM RD

TOM RD GI
LL

IES
 R

D

SOUTH PASS RD
E MAIN ST

W 
2N

D 
ST

BRECKENRIDGE RD

W 
3R

D 
ST

OA
T C

OL
ES

 R
D

NO
OK

SA
CK

 R
D

E 2
ND

 ST

W 
1S

T S
T

E 4
TH

 ST

E MADISON ST

GR
EE

NS
 LN

AL
LE

NB
Y W

AY

W COLUMBIA ST

HAYES ST

HUGHES RD

E 3
RD

 ST
AL

LIS
ON

 W
AY

CR
IM

SO
N 

CT

BERG RD

SORENSON RD

E LINCOLN ST

HE
RT

EL
 W

AY

BRENTWOOD DR

W MADISON ST

W JACKSON ST

W HARRISON ST

W 
1S

T P
L

W LINCOLN ST

E 1
ST

 ST

DAYBREAK LN

AL
M 

HI
LL

 LN

REEDS LN

AMAREEN CT

LO
OT

EN
S L

OO
P

E GEORGIA LN

DENNISON LN

HARRISON LN

WEST VIEW PL

REGENT CT

E COLUMBIA ST

NO
OK

SA
CK

 R
D

W 
1S

T S
T

- Nooksack

0 360 720 1,080 1,440180
Feet

Whatcom County

Urban Growth Area
Urban Growth Area Reserve 

Nooksack

AG

(R5A)

AG
AG

AG

UR4

Study Area 4 - 20 ac.
Rural to UGA
R5A to UR4

AG

AG

Everson

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

Exhibit 7

Rezone:



California Creek

PORTAL WAY

MAIN ST
BR

UC
E R

D

ARNIE RD

ZELL RD

CU
ST

ER
 SC

HO
OL

 R
D

4T
H 

ST
W 75TH ST

AVERY LN

ARNIE RD

- Custer

0 160 320 480 64080
Feet

Whatcom County

Custer LAMIRD

STC

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)

Area 1 - 90 ac.
Existing LAMIRD/Rural Commuity
RR2 to RR3

Existing Zoning Designations

R10A

RR3
(RR2)

AG

R10A

R10A

RR5A

R10A R5A

RR5A STC

Exhibit 8

Rezone:



Fou
rm

ile 
Cree

k

E POLE RD

HA
NN

EG
AN

 R
D

BEARD RD

LA
 B

EL
LO

 D
R

MEADOWLARK RD E 69TH VIS

LA
 M

ON
TE

 D
R

ADRIAN DRHINOTES CT

SH
AR

P L
N RASPBERRY DR

GO
LF

 VI
EW

 D
R

ROBINS PL

CI
TA

DE
L D

R

RED RIDGE DR

EL CAMINO WAY

E BUENA DR

E DEL RAY DR

EL CAMINO WAY

- Hinotes Corner

0 190 380 570 76095
Feet

Whatcom County

Hinotes Corner LAMIRD

STC

Area 1 - 71 ac.
Existing LAMIRD/Rural Commuity
R2A to RR2

RR3RR2
(R2A) (RR2)

Area 2 - 95 ac.
Existing LAMIRD/Rural Commuity
RR2 to RR3

R2A

AG

R5A

R5A*

AG

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designations

R5A

Exhibit 9

Rezone:

Rezone:



OL
D 

GU
ID

E R
D

W POLE RD

GU
ID

E M
ER

ID
IA

N

BEARD RD

E POLE RD

VA
IL 

DR

RUSSET AVE

W 66TH TER

PO
LL

MA
N 

CI
R

E 2
ND

 PL

ED
IN

 FA
RM

S 
LN

ALEXA LN

DU
TC

H 
HA

VE
N 

DR BA
KE

R 
RI

DG
E D

R

BR
AK

ER
 W

AY

W 68TH LN

MERIDIAN MEADOWS LN

HERITAGE LN

GU
ID

E M
ER

ID
IA

N

W 66TH TER

- Pole & Guide Meridian

0 190 380 570 76095
Feet

Whatcom County

Pole & Guide Meridian LAMIRD

RGC

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)

Area 1 - 86 ac.
Existing LAMIRD/Rural Community
RR2 to RR3

Existing Zoning Designations

RR3
(RR2)

RR3
(RR2)

Area 2 - 18 ac.
Existing LAMIRD/Rural Community
RR2 to RR3

RR3

R5A*
R5A

R5A

Exhibit 10

Rezone:

Rezone:



ISLAND DR

BEACH AVE

CEDAR AVE

HALES PASSAGE DR

SCENIC AVE

JAMISON ST

MT VISTA DR

DOGWOOD TER

ROSEWOOD TER

BA
Y S

T

BE
RR

Y W
AY

CAROL LN

HUMMINGBIRD PL

AISTON CREEK RD

CLARK CIR

DA
NA

 CI
R

CIRCLE ST

- Lummi Island

0 180 360 540 72090
Feet

Whatcom County

RF
(RF with MRL
Special District 
Overlay Zone)

Area 1 - 25 ac.
MRL  to Rural Forestry
Retain existing RF zoning but 
remove MRL Special District Overlay

Proposed Zoning Designations (existing designations in parentheses)
Existing Zoning Designation

RF

RF

Exhibit 11

Rezone:


	Zoning Map Amendment Ordinance 20260602
	Memo to Council - Comp Plan Zoning Map Amends 20260528
	Approved Exhibit Maps 20260602
	BlaineZoning
	BlaineZoning2
	Proposed Zoning Maps Amendment Exhibits 20260528
	PC Recommended Blaine Zoning Map 20260226
	PC Recommended Bellingham Zoning Map 20260423
	PC Recommended Birch Bay Zoning Map 20260423
	PC Recommended Cherry Point Zoning Map 20260423
	PC Recommended Columbia Valley Zoning Map 20260423
	PC Recommended Everson Zoning Map 20260423
	PC Recommended Nooksack Zoning Map 20260423
	PC Recommended Custer Zoning Map 20260423
	Updated Bellingham Zoning Map 20260501
	PC Recommended UGA & Rural Zoning Maps 20260423
	Updated Exhibits 1 - 9 20260413
	BellinghamZoning
	EversonZoning
	DRAFT WC Comp Plan - Rezone Proposals 20260402
	WCZCP_JAN2025r_202504071405235631.pdf
	Bellingham UGA Zoning Map

	WCZCP_JAN2025r_202504071405235631.pdf
	Everson UGA Zoning Map

	WCZCP_JAN2025r_202504071405235631.pdf
	Nooksack UGA Zoning Map

	WCZCP_JAN2025r_202504071405235631.pdf
	Cherry Point Zoning Map

	WCZCP_JAN2025r_202504071405235631.pdf
	Birch Bay Zoning Map

	WCZCP_JAN2025r_202504071405235631.pdf
	Columbia Valley Zoning Map

	WCZCP_JAN2025r_202504071405235631.pdf
	Exhibit I - DRAFT UGA & LAMIRD Zoning Map Amends
	Hinotes LAMIRD Zoning Map
	Pole & Guide LAMIRD Zoning Map
	Custer LAMIRD Zoning Map

	WCZCP_JAN2025r_202504071405235631.pdf
	WCZCP_JAN2025r_202504071405235631.pdf


	CValleyZoning
	Page 6


	PC Recommended Hinote's Corner Zoning Map 20260423
	PC Recommended Pole & Guide Zoning Map 20260423
	PC Recommended Lummi Island Zoning Map Amend 20260514


	Combined PC Signed Findings 2026
	PC Combined Zoning Map Amends Findings 2026
	PC Approved Findings - Blaine Zoning Map Amends 20260226
	PC Approved Findings - 20260423
	Whatcom County Zoning Map Amendments under the 2025 Periodic Update of the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan in Urban Growth Areas and Rural Lands
	WHEREAS, under the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA), Whatcom County is required to periodically review and update its Comprehensive Plan and development regulations to ensure compliance with the GMA, codified in Revised Code of Washington ...
	WHEREAS, the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) requires that development regulations be consistent with and implement the Comprehensive Plan pursuant to WAC 365-196-500; and
	WHEREAS, Zoning Maps are an official control and therefore constitute a development regulation pursuant to RCW 36.70A.030; and
	WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Planning Commission reviewed and considered GMA requirements, Whatcom County Planning and Development Services and City recommendations, and public comments; and
	WHEREAS, the Planning Commission hereby adopts the following Findings of Fact and Reasons for Action:
	FINDINGS OF FACT AND REASONS FOR ACTION
	1. The County Council docketed PLN2023-00001 to implement development regulation updates associated with the 2025-26 periodic update of the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan as required pursuant to RCW 36.70A.130; and
	2. A “Notice of Intent to Adopt Development Regulations”, requesting expedited review, was submitted for the proposed zoning map amendments to the Washington State Department of Commerce on April 14, 2026; and
	3. The Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing on the proposed zoning map amendments on April 23, 2026; and
	4. The recommended zoning map amendments associated with the 2025-2026 periodic update of the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan were studied under the associated Environmental Impact Statement issued on August 22, 2025, under file number SEPA2024-0000...
	5. The proposed zoning map amendments are part of the 2025-2026 periodic update pursuant to RCW 36.70A.130, and are consistent with the goals and policies of the current Comprehensive Plan and those proposed for adoption under the update.
	6. Adoption of the amendments implements applicable requirements under the GMA pursuant to RCW 36.70A.070 and 36.70A.130; and
	7. The recommended zoning map amendments are consistent with the following GMA Planning Goals under RCW 36.70A.020:
	 Number 1: “Encourage development in urban areas where adequate public facilities and services exist or can be provided in an efficient manner”; and
	 Number 2: “Reduce the inappropriate conversion of undeveloped land into sprawling, low-density development”; and
	 Number 4: “Plan for and accommodate housing affordable to all economic segments of the population of this state, promote a variety of residential densities and housing types, and encourage preservation of existing housing stock”; and
	 Number 5: “Encourage economic development throughout the state that is consistent with adopted comprehensive plans, promote economic opportunity for all citizens of this state, especially for unemployed and for disadvantaged persons, promote the ret...
	 Number 8: “Maintain and enhance natural resource-based industries, including productive timber, agricultural, and fisheries industries. Encourage the conservation of productive forestlands and productive agricultural lands, and discourage incompatib...
	 Number 9: “Retain open space and green space, enhance recreational opportunities, enhance fish and wildlife habitat, increase access to natural resource lands and water, and develop parks and recreation facilities”; and
	 Number 10: “Protect and enhance the environment and enhance the state's high quality of life, including air and water quality, and the availability of water”; and
	 Number 11: “Citizen participation and coordination. Encourage the involvement of citizens in the planning process and ensure coordination between communities and jurisdictions to reconcile conflicts”.

	CONCLUSIONS
	1. The recommended amendments are in the public interest; and
	2. The recommended amendments do not include or facilitate spot zoning; and
	3. The recommended amendments are consistent with applicable approval requirements for zoning map amendments under WCC 22.10.060; and
	4. The recommended amendments are consistent with the Planning Goals of the Growth Management Act under RCW 36.70A.020.

	RECOMMENDATIONS
	The Planning Commission makes the following recommendations to the County Council:
	1. Consider the Planning Commission’s discussion of the proposed zoning map amendments, as shown in Exhibit 1 within the Bellingham UGA, as documented in the April 23, 2026 minutes, as the Commission was unable to agree on a recommendation for the zon...
	2. Approval of the proposed zoning map amendments within the Everson UGA, as shown in Exhibit 2:
	a. Vote was 7 (Ayes) – 0 (Nays); and
	3. Approval of the proposed zoning map amendments within the Nooksack UGA, shown in Exhibit 3:
	a. Vote was 7 (Ayes) – 0 (Nays); and
	4. Approval of the proposed zoning map amendments within the Cherry Point UGA, as shown in Exhibit 4
	a. Vote was 6 (Ayes) – 0 (Nays) -1 (Absent); and
	5. Approval of the proposed zoning map amendments within the Birch Bay UGA, as shown in Exhibit 5:
	a. Vote was 5 (Ayes) – 1 (Nays) -1 (Abstain); and
	6. Consider the attached letter from the Birch Bay Advisory Committee, supported by the Planning Commission, public comment received in relation to this meeting on the Birch Bay UGA, and the Planning Commission’s interest in reconsideration of the Bir...
	a. Vote was 5 (Ayes) – 1 (Nays) -1 (Abstain); and
	7. Approval of the proposed zoning map amendments within the Columbia Valley UGA, as shown in the attached corrected Exhibit 6:
	a. Vote was 5 (Ayes) – 2 (Nays); and
	8. Approval of the proposed zoning map amendments within the Hinote’s Corner LAMIRD, as shown in Exhibit 7:
	a. Vote was 7 (Ayes) – 0 (Nays); and
	9. Approval of the proposed zoning map amendments within the Pole & Guide Meridian LAMIRD, as shown in Exhibit 8:
	a. Vote was 7 (Ayes) – 0 (Nays); and
	10. Approval of the proposed zoning map amendments within the Custer LAMIRD, as shown in Exhibit 9:
	a. Vote was 7 (Ayes) – 0 (Nays); and
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	Members present at the meeting when the votes were taken, as documented above: Matthew Berry, Rud Browne, Daniel Dunne, Dominic Moceri, Scott Van Dalen, Jeremy Thompson, and Jim Hansen.




	PC Approved Findings 20260514




