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Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    DBrown@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Discussion and update on strategies and other items related to COVID-19  

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Discussion and update on strategies and other items related to COVID-19

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments:
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Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038
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File Number: AB2020-194

1AB2020-194 Status: IntroducedFile ID: Version:

MCaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us04/23/2020File Created: Entered by:

OrdinanceFinance DivisionDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    mcaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance amending the 2020 Whatcom County Budget, request no. 12, in the amount of $77,641

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Supplemental #12 requests funding from the General Fund:

1. To appropriate $47,016 in Parks to fund Lookout Mountain Road failure A&E from FEMA 

grant proceeds.

2. To appropriate $30,625 in Parks to fund Point Whitehorn Stairway A&E from FEMA grant 

proceeds.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

CouncilINTRODUCED05/05/2020 Council

Attachments: Proposed Ordinance, Supporting Documentation-Summary Schedule, Supporting 

Documentation-Requests
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 PROPOSED BY:  Executive 
 INTRODUCTION DATE: 05/05/2020 

 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 
AMENDMENT NO. 12 OF THE 2020 BUDGET  

 
 

     WHEREAS, the 2019-2020 budget was adopted November 20, 2018; and,  
 
     WHEREAS, changing circumstances require modifications to the approved 2019-2020 budget; 
and, 
 
     WHEREAS, the modifications to the budget have been assembled here for deliberation by the 
Whatcom County Council, 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the 2019-2020 
Whatcom County Budget Ordinance #2018-064 is hereby amended by adding the following 
additional amounts to the 2020 budget included therein: 

  

Fund Expenditures Revenues Net Effect

General Fund

Parks 77,641             (77,641)          -                    

  Total Supplemental 77,641             (77,641)          -                     

 

 

ADOPTED this          day of                                        , 2020. 
 

 
WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 

ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
                                                                ______________________________________  
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Chair of Council 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   (  ) Approved  (  ) Denied 
        
_Approved by email/CQ/MC_______                                                                     
Civil Deputy Prosecutor    Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
 

       Date: __________________________ 

4



WHATCOM COUNTY

Department/Fund Description

Increased     

(Decreased)  

Expenditure 

(Increased)      

Decreased     

Revenue

Net Effect to Fund 

Balance (Increase) 

Decrease

General Fund

Parks
To fund Lookout Mountain Road failure A&E from 

FEMA grant proceeds.
                    47,016                  (47,016)                            - 

Parks
To fund Point Whitehorn Stairway A&E from 

FEMA grant proceeds.
                    30,625                  (30,625)                            - 

  Total General Fund                     77,641                  (77,641)                            - 

  Total Supplemental                     77,641                  (77,641)                            - 

Summary of the 2020 Supplemental Budget Ordinance No. 12
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Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-195

1AB2020-195 Status: IntroducedFile ID: Version:

MCaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us04/23/2020File Created: Entered by:

OrdinanceFinance DivisionDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    mcaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance amending the 2020 Whatcom County Budget, request no. 7, in the amount of $250,000 

(Supersedes Ord. No. 2020-008)

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Supplemental #7 requests funding from the General Fund:

1. To appropriate $250,000 in Non Departmental to fund COVID-19 response.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

CouncilINTRODUCED05/05/2020 Council

Attachments: Memo, Proposed Ordinance, Supporting Documentation
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  PROPOSED BY:  Executive  
  INTRODUCTION DATE: 5/05/2020  

  

  
ORDINANCE NO.  

AMENDMENT NO. 7 OF THE 2020 BUDGET   

 

 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council adopted Emergency Ordinance No. 2020-008 

amending the 2020 Whatcom County budget in the amount of $250,000; and, 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to adopt a permanent ordinance to replace the emergency ordinance 

as it expires on the sixty-first day following the date it became law. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the 2019-2020 

Whatcom County Budget Ordinance No. 2018-064 is hereby amended by adding the following  

additional amounts to the 2020 budget included therein:  

  
Fund Expenditures Revenues Net Effect 
General Fund - Non Departmental            250,000                     -           250,000 

  Total Supplemental            250,000                     -           250,000 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that this 

ordinance supersedes Ordinance No. 2020-008. 

 

ADOPTED this          day of                                        , 2020.  
  

  WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL  

ATTEST:          
  

  WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON  

                                                              ________________________________  

Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk    
  

  Barry Buchanan, Chair of Council  

APPROVED AS TO FORM:       (  ) Approved     (  ) Denied  

                
_Approved by email/KF/MC       ________                                                                         
Civil Deputy Prosecutor      
  

  Satpal Sidhu, County Executive  

              Date: __________________________  

  

10



11



12



Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-196

1AB2020-196 Status: IntroducedFile ID: Version:

MCaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us04/23/2020File Created: Entered by:

OrdinanceFinance DivisionDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    mcaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance amending the 2020 Whatcom County Budget, request no. 8, in the amount of $1,155,821 

(Supersedes Ord. No. 2020-012)

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Requests funding from the General Fund:

1. To appropriate $250,000 in General Fund to fund COVID-19 response.

From the Homeless Housing Fund:

2. To appropriate $905,821 in Health to fund COVID-19 Outbreak Emergency Housing project 

from grant proceeds.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

CouncilINTRODUCED05/05/2020 Council

Attachments: Proposed Ordinance, Supporting Document
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 PROPOSED BY:  Executive 
 INTRODUCTION DATE: 05/05/2020 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 
AMENDMENT NO. 8 OF THE 2020 BUDGET  

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council adopted Emergency Ordinance No. 2020-
012 amending the 2020 Whatcom County budget in the amount of $1,155,821; and, 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to adopt a permanent ordinance to replace the 

emergency ordinance as it expires on the sixty-first day following the date it became 

law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the 

2019-2020 Whatcom County Budget Ordinance #2018-064 is hereby amended by 

adding an additional $1,155,821 to the 2020 budget as presented herein: 

Fund Expenditures Revenues Net Effect

General Fund - Non Departmental 250,000           -                    250,000          

Homeless Housing Fund - Health 905,821           (905,821)         -                    

  Total Supplemental 1,155,821        (905,821)         250,000          
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the County 
Executive is authorized to transfer appropriation authority out of the COVID-19 
Emergency Response cost center in Non Departmental to other funds and 
departments as necessary to cover COVID-19 expenditures being incurred therein. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that this ordinance 
supersedes Ordinance No. 2020-012. 

 

ADOPTED this          day of                                        , 2020. 
 
 

       WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
                                                           ________________________________ 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk  Barry Buchanan, Chair of Council 
 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   (  ) Approved  (  ) Denied 
        
Approved by phone/KF/MC                                                                     
Civil Deputy Prosecutor   Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
 

      Date: __________________________ 
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-197

1AB2020-197 Status: IntroducedFile ID: Version:

MCaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us04/23/2020File Created: Entered by:

OrdinanceFinance DivisionDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    mcaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance establishing the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund and establishing a budget for the 

COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund (Supersedes Ord. No. 2020-016)

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Requesting authorization to establish a new special revenue fund titled “COVID-19 Emergency 

Response Fund” and appropriate $1,750,000 in the fund.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

CouncilINTRODUCED05/05/2020 Council

Attachments: Proposed Ordinance, Attachment A
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 PROPOSED BY:  Executive 
 INTRODUCTION DATE: 05/05/2020 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 

ESTABLISHING THE COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE FUND AND 
ESTABLISHING A BUDGET FOR THE COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE FUND 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council adopted Emergency Ordinance No. 2020-

016 establishing the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund and establishing a budget 

for the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund; and,  

WHEREAS, it is necessary to adopt a permanent ordinance to replace the 

emergency ordinance as it expires on the sixty-first day following the date it became 

law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that a new 

special revenue fund is hereby established titled the “COVID-19 Emergency 

Response Fund”, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the fund is approved with an initial budget of 

$1,750,000 as presented in Attachment A. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, by the Whatcom County Council that this ordinance 

supersedes Ordinance No. 2020-016. 

 

ADOPTED this          day of                                        , 2020. 
 
 

       WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
                                                           ________________________________ 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk  Barry Buchanan, Chair of Council 
 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   (  ) Approved  (  ) Denied 
        
Approved by phone/KF/MC _                                                                    
Civil Deputy Prosecutor   Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
 

      Date: __________________________ 
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-198

1AB2020-198 Status: IntroducedFile ID: Version:

MCaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us04/23/2020File Created: Entered by:

OrdinanceFinance DivisionDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    mcaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance amending the 2020 Whatcom County Budget, Request No. 10, in the amount of 

$3,000,000 (Supersedes Ord. No. 2020-018)

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Requests funding in the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund:

1. To appropriate $3,000,000 to fund COVID-19 response activities.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

CouncilINTRODUCED05/05/2020 Council

Attachments: Proposed Ordinance, Supporting Documentation
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 PROPOSED BY:  Executive 
 INTRODUCTION DATE: 05/05/20 

 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 
AMENDING THE WHATCOM COUNTY 2020 BUDGET, REQUEST NO. 10. IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$3,000,000  
 
 
 

     WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council adopted Emergency Ordinance No. 2020-018 
amending the 2020 Whatcom County budget in the amount of $3,000,000; and, 
 
     WHEREAS, it is necessary to adopt a permanent ordinance to replace the emergency ordinance 
as it expires on the sixty-first day following the date it became law. 
 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the 2019-2020 
Whatcom County Budget Ordinance #2018-064 is hereby amended by adding the following additional 
amounts to the 2020 budget included therein: 
 

Fund Expenditures Revenues Net Effect

COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund 3,000,000        -                    3,000,000       

  Total Supplemental 3,000,000        -                    3,000,000         

 

     BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that this ordinance supersedes 
Ordinance No. 2020-008. 

 

 

ADOPTED this          day of                                        , 2020. 
 
 
WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 

ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
                                                                 ________________________________  
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk   Barry Buchanan, Chair of Council 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   (  ) Approved  (  ) Denied 
        
Approved by phone/KF/MC                                                                       
Civil Deputy Prosecutor    Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
 

       Date: __________________________ 
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Supplemental Budget Request
Council

Fund 134 Cost Center 134100 Originator: Donovan/Buchanan3053Supp'l ID #

Status: Pending

Name of Request: Increase Funding for COVID-19 Response

Add'l FTE Expenditure Type: One-Time Priority 1Add'l Space

Object Object Description Amount RequestedCosts:

20202Year

Department Head Signature (Required on Hard Copy Submission)                      Date
X

2241 Interfund Loans Payable ($3,000,000)

6610 Contractual Services $3,000,000

1a. Description of request:
Increase amount available needed to provide an adequate response to the COVID-19 emergency.

1b. Primary customers:
Citizens of Whatcom County

The County Executive has issued a Proclamation of Emergency to combat the spread of the COVID-19 
virus. The spread of the virus presents a continuing threat to the health and safety of the citizens of 
Whatcom County.  The County has established the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund to track 
restricted and committed revenues in response to the COVID-19 outbreak. Adequate cash flow and 
budget authority is needed in the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund to fund the County’s response 
due to the processing time required to receive expected local, state, and federal FEMA assistance and 
reimbursements.

3a. Options / Advantages:
Other options do not provide the efficiency and effectiveness needed to respond to this emergency.

4a. Outcomes:
Upon signature adequate resources will be available to fund emergency response as needed.

4b. Measures:

3b. Cost savings:
It is expected that local, state and federal FEMA assistance and reimbursements will provide funding for 
the fund's expenditures.

5a. Other Departments/Agencies:
Public Utilities Improvement Fund (EDI) will provide a temporary loan for cashflow.  The Treasurer will be 
authorized to provide the interfund loan.
Unified Command, Finance, Executive's Office.

5b. Name the person in charge of implementation and what they are responsible for:

6. Funding Source:
Temporary Loan from Public Utilities Improvement Fund to be repaid from federal, state and local 
reimbursements.

2. Problem to be solved:

$0Request Total

Monday, April 06, 2020 Rpt: Rpt Suppl Regular
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-199

1AB2020-199 Status: IntroducedFile ID: Version:

MCaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us04/23/2020File Created: Entered by:

OrdinanceFinance DivisionDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    mcaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance amending the 2020 Whatcom County Budget, request no. 11, in the amount of $154,946 

(Supersedes Ord. No. 2020-020)

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Requests funding from the General Fund:

1. To appropriate $154,946 in Non Departmental to fund COVID-19 related urgent housing 

needs through Opportunity Council Public Services program.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

CouncilINTRODUCED05/05/2020 Council

Attachments: Proposed Ordinance, Supporting Documentation - Suppl #11

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 5/13/2020
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 PROPOSED BY:  Executive 
 INTRODUCTION DATE: 05/05/2020 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 

AMENDMENT NO. 11 OF THE 2020 BUDGET  

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council adopted Emergency Ordinance No. 2020-

020 amending the Whatcom County budget in the amount of $154,946; and,  

WHEREAS, it is necessary to adopt a permanent ordinance to replace the 

emergency ordinance as it expires on the sixty-first day following the date it became 

law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the 

2019-2020 Whatcom County Budget Ordinance #2018-064 is hereby amended by 

adding an additional $154,946 to the 2020 budget as presented herein: 

Fund Expenditures Revenues Net Effect

General Fund - Non Departmental 154,946           (154,946)        -                    

  Total Supplemental 154,946           (154,946)        -                     

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that this ordinance 
supersedes Ordinance No. 2020-020. 

 

ADOPTED this          day of                                        , 2020. 
 
 

       WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
                                                           ________________________________ 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk  Barry Buchanan, Chair of Council 
 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   (  ) Approved  (  ) Denied 
        
Approved by phone/KF/MC                                                                     
Civil Deputy Prosecutor   Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
 

      Date: __________________________ 

24



25



Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-200

1AB2020-200 Status: IntroducedFile ID: Version:

MCaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us04/24/2020File Created: Entered by:

OrdinanceFinance DivisionDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    mcaldwel@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance authorizing an interfund loan to finance cash flow for COVID-19 emergency response 

(replaces Ord. No. 2020-015 and Ord. No. 2020-017)

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Ordinance requests authorization for a $4 million interfund loan from the Pubic Utilities Improvement 

(EDI) Fund to the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund to finance cash flow needs.

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

CouncilINTRODUCED05/05/2020 Council

Attachments: Proposed Ordinance

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 5/13/2020
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 PROPOSED BY:  Executive 
 INTRODUCTION DATE: 05/05/2020 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN INTERFUND LOAN TO FINANCE CASH FLOW 
FOR COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

 
WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council adopted Emergency Ordinance No. 

2020-015 authorizing an interfund loan for $1,000,000; and, 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council adopted Emergency Ordinance No. 

2020-017 authorizing an additional interfund loan for $3,000,000; and, 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to adopt a permanent ordinance to replace the 

emergency ordinances as they expire on the sixty-first day following the date they 

became law, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that the 

Whatcom County Treasurer is hereby authorized to make an interfund loan from the 

Public Utilities Improvement Fund to the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund 

providing adequate cash flow for expanded COVID-19 response.   

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the loan shall not exceed $4,000,000 and shall 

be for a term not exceeding eighteen months.   

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that one-half percent interest shall be charged on 

the loan.  

BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that this ordinance 

replaces Ordinance No. 2020-015 and Ordinance No. 2020-017. 

ADOPTED this          day of                                        , 2020. 
 
 

       WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 
                                                           ________________________________ 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk  Barry Buchanan, Chair of Council 
 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   (  ) Approved  (  ) Denied 
        
Approved by email/KF/MC                                                                     
Civil Deputy Prosecutor   Satpal Sidhu, County Executive 
 
      Date: __________________________ 
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-212

1AB2020-212 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

LReid@co.whatcom.wa.us05/05/2020File Created: Entered by:

ContractSheriff's OfficeDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    LReid@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into a contract between Whatcom County and 

the US Forest Service to provide Work Crew Services for Forestry projects in the amount of 

$191,548.00

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

See attachment

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Contract

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 5/13/2020
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Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-216

1AB2020-216 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

SMildner@co.whatcom.wa.us05/08/2020File Created: Entered by:

ResolutionCounty Executive's 

Office

Department: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    smildner@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Resolution regarding support for a General Purposes Community Development Block Grant funding 

application for Opportunity Council’s housing rehabilitation program

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

See attached memorandum and support request from Opportunity Council

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Executive Memo to Council, Opportunity Council Memo to Exec 5.8.2020, Proposed Resolution

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 5/13/2020
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Memorandum 

 

Date:  May 8, 2020 

To:  Satpal Sidhu, Whatcom County Executive 
 
From:  Greg Winter, Opportunity Council Executive Director 
 
Re:  Community Development Block Grant funding for home repairs in three counties 

 

Opportunity Council respectfully requests Whatcom County’s assistance and support for a grant 

application for a $500,000 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) from the Washington 

Department of Commerce for Opportunity Council’s ongoing Home Repair Program. 

If awarded these WA CDBG funds, Opportunity Council will use the funding over a three-year 

period to provide deferred loans and grants for the costs of health and safety repairs for 

approximately 30 homeowners with low-income living in Whatcom, Island and San Juan 

Counties who cannot otherwise afford the cost of home repairs. 

The Opportunity Council’s role is to work with homeowners to confirm their income eligibility 

and then to develop the scope of work for the repairs, to solicit bids from private contractors, to 

coordinate the construction project, and to ensure quality in accordance with good practices and 

established guidelines of the funding.  

The Opportunity Council has successfully delivered this Home Repair Program in the past and is 

currently finishing up a three-year project funded by a WA CDBG awarded in 2017 for similar 

purposes.  These funds help ensure preservation and durability of homes and the health and 

safety of families in our community.  

Thank you for consideration of this request.  
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 Page 1 

 

PROPOSED BY:          Executive      

INTRODUCTION DATE:  5/19/2020      

 

 RESOLUTION NO.    

APPLICATION FOR A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) 

 
WHEREAS, Whatcom County is authorized to apply to the state Department of 

Commerce for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG); and 

 
WHEREAS, Whatcom County has identified a community development and housing 

priority need for which to seek CDBG funding; and  
 

WHEREAS, it is necessary that certain conditions be met to receive CDBG funds;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that Whatcom County authorizes submission 
of this CDBG application to the state Department of Commerce to request $500,000 to 
fund housing rehabilitation activities in coordination with the Opportunity Council, and 
certifies that, if funded, it: 
 

Will comply with applicable provisions of Title I of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974, as amended, and other applicable state and federal laws; 

 
Has provided and will provide opportunities for citizen participation that satisfy the 

CDBG requirements of 24 CFR 570.486; 
 
Will not use assessments against properties owned and occupied by low- and 

moderate-income persons or charge user fees to recover the capital costs of CDBG-funded 
public improvements from low- and moderate-income owner-occupants; 

 
Has established or will establish a plan to minimize displacement as a result of 

activities assisted with CDBG funds; and assist persons actually displaced as a result of 
such activities, as provided in the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended; 

 
Has adopted or will adopt a policy(s) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in 

accordance with RCW 70.235.070 and certifies this project will adhere to this policy(s); 
 
Will conduct and administer its program in conformance with Title VI of the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 and the Fair Housing Act; and will affirmatively further fair housing (Title 
VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968); and 

 

56



57



Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-203

1AB2020-203 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

LReid@co.whatcom.wa.us04/28/2020File Created: Entered by:

InterlocalSheriff's OfficeDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Finance and Administrative Services Committee Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    LReid@co.whatcom.wa.us <mailto:LReid@co.whatcom.wa.us>

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Request authorization for the County Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement amendment 

between Whatcom County and the City of Blaine to remove Yakima County Jail and add Kittitas 

County Jail as a Correctional Facility utilized by Whatcom County

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

See attachment

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Staff Memo, Proposed Amendment

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 5/13/2020

58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-204

1AB2020-204 Status: IntroducedFile ID: Version:

04/28/2020File Created: Entered by:

OrdinanceDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    RBrowne@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance (interim) establishing a COVID-19 interim economic recovery plan to respond to the 

economic crisis within Whatcom County caused by the COVID-19 pandemic

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Ordinance (interim) establishing a COVID-19 interim economic recovery plan to respond to the 

economic crisis within Whatcom County caused by the COVID-19 pandemic

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

CouncilINTRODUCED05/05/2020 Council

Attachments: Proposed Ordinance for 5.5 Intro

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 5/13/2020

67



 
 Page 1 

PROPOSED BY: BROWNE, BUCHANAN, DONOVAN   1 
INTRODUCTION DATE: MAY 5, 2020  2 

 3 
ORDINANCE NO. ______ 4 

 5 
ESTABLISHING AN COVID-19 INTERIM ECONOMIC RECOVERY PLAN  6 

TO RESPOND TO THE ECONOMIC CRISIS WITHIN WHATCOM COUNTY 7 
CAUSED BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 8 

 9 
WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused significant hardship to our local 10 

economy which in turn has led to substantial unemployment; and 11 
 12 
WHEREAS, in previous localized emergencies Whatcom County has been able to rely 13 

upon the financial resources of the State and Federal governments to recover, however as 14 
COVID-19 is a global problem future State and Federal government funding is uncertain as 15 
it is being stretched to the limit; and 16 

 17 
WHEREAS, the Whatcom County agencies and departments have done an excellent 18 

job at reducing the rate of new infections from COVID-19, managing the increased demand 19 
for social services, procuring supplies of essential Personal Protective Equipment, and will 20 
continue to have to devote considerable resources to these needs for the foreseeable 21 
future; and 22 

 23 
WHEREAS, additional resources now need to be identified and dedicated to the 24 

challenge of leading the community onwards to economic recovery; and 25 
 26 
WHEREAS, the County, the City of Bellingham and the Port of Bellingham have an 27 

established Regional Economic Partnership (REP) agreement where the Port serves as the 28 
state-designated Associate Development Organization (ADO) responsible for promoting and 29 
encouraging economic growth within Whatcom County; and 30 

 31 
WHEREAS, the purpose and goals of the REP and ADO include: 32 
 33 

• To retain and attract livable wage jobs and to assist businesses, 34 
entrepreneurs, and other local organizations to thrive,   35 

• To partner to create a thriving community for all,  36 
• To provide expertise in financing, planning, and technology to help start, 37 

develop, or grow business, 38 
• Promote Whatcom County as a great place to live, work and do business.  39 
• Connect businesses with economic development services and skilled 40 

workforce resources, 41 
• To help enhance and grow cross border trade opportunities with Canada,  42 
• Work collaboratively with our local and regional partners to create a vibrant 43 

community of higher education learning, prosperous agricultural lands, high 44 
tech businesses, marine manufacturing, and local food processing.   45 

 46 
WHEREAS, Local government officials, businesses, non-profits and the community 47 

need an COVID-19 interim economic recovery plan to be developed and available as rapidly 48 
as possible. With the understanding it will be replaced by a long-term, detailed strategy 49 
once State and Federal recovery funding has been defined and secured; and 50 

 51 
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WHEREAS, while the County does not have any significant untapped local financial 1 
resources, the county is blessed with considerable human capital and economic acumen 2 
within our community which can be drawn on to assist the ADO in the immediate 3 
development of COVID-19 Interim Economic Recovery Plan (CIERP).  4 
 5 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that as a condition of, and subject to, the 6 
ADO accepting the $50,000 funding proposed later in this document the Whatcom County 7 
Council hereby directs:  8 
 9 

1. The ADO shall be appointed as the primary lead agency responsible for the research 10 
and development of an Interim Economic Recovery Plan as outlined in Exhibit A; and 11 
 12 

2. As time is of the essence the ADO shall immediately form a panel of experts drawn 13 
from the local community to augment and complement the existing ADO staff; and 14 
 15 

3. The ADO shall assume county wide responsibility for messaging and communications 16 
to the press and community for all things related to the CIERP and economic 17 
recovery; and 18 
 19 

4. The ADO shall report any new information which could have a moderate or material 20 
impact on the county’s economic recovery to Incident Command, the County Council, 21 
County Executive, Port of Bellingham, the Mayors, Tribal Chairs and Health 22 
Department within 24 hours of receipt; and  23 
 24 

5. To provide updates, at least weekly, to the community on the status of economic 25 
recovery efforts. The reports will be factual, and strive to contain the right balance of 26 
hard truth and optimism. 27 

 28 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, the Whatcom County Council acting as the Whatcom 29 

County Health Board hereby directs that the following policies shall immediately apply to the 30 
Whatcom County Health Department: 31 

 32 
1. The Health Department shall add the strategies outlined in Exhibit B to its existing 33 

plans in support of the County’s economic recovery; and 34 
 35 

2. The Health Department shall support the efforts of the ADO to produce the CIERP as 36 
rapidly as practical; and 37 
 38 

3. The Health Department shall maintain responsibility for messaging and 39 
communications, through the Incident Command Joint Information Center, to the 40 
press and community related to the health and social service aspects related to the 41 
COVID-19 crisis; and 42 
 43 

4. The Health Department shall report any new information which could have a 44 
moderate or material impact on the county’s economic recovery to Incident 45 
Command, the County Council, County Executive, Port of Bellingham, the Mayors, 46 
Tribal Chairs and ADO within 24 hours of receipt; and  47 
 48 

5. The Health Department shall provide updates to the ADO, at least weekly, on the 49 
status of the Health Departments contributions to the economic recovery efforts, to 50 
be included in ADO’s weekly reports to the community. 51 
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 1 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, to help reduce the future costs to the County of 2 

responding to COVID-19 strategies 2(a) and 2(b) in Exhibit B shall be added to Incident 3 
Command’s existing plans, and 4 
 5 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, the Whatcom County Council requests that an 6 
emergency allocation of $50,000 from the Whatcom County Public Utilities Improvement 7 
Fund (EDI Fund) be transferred to ADO to support the efforts outlined in this Ordinance, and 8 
 9 

BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED, these directives shall be re-evaluated no later than 10 
September 15th, 2020 at which time the Council may extend, modify or terminate them.   11 
 12 
  13 

ADOPTED this          day of               , 2020. 14 
 15 
       WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 16 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 17 
 18 
 19 
Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council  Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 20 
 21 
 22 

WHATCOM COUNTY EXECUTIVE 23 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:    WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 24 
     25 
   26 
 27 
Civil Deputy Prosecutor    Satpal Singh Sidhu, County Executive 28 
        29 
       (    ) Approved (    ) Denied 30 
  31 
       Date Signed: _______________________ 32 
 33 
 34 
 35 
 36 
 37 
 38 
 39 
 40 
  41 
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EXHIBIT A 1 
ADO Deliverables 2 
 3 
The goal will be to use a panel of experts recruited by the ADO to develop a comprehensive 4 
picture of the County’s economic recovery needs and a plan to address them.  5 
 6 
To provide recommendations to policy makers in our cities and county as to what actions 7 
our community can take, consistent with the Governors orders, which will have the greatest 8 
positive impact, with the least amount of resources in the shortest amount of time.  9 
 10 
It will be up to policy makers to choose which recommendations to adopt.  11 
 12 
The deliverables will include, but not limited to: 13 
 14 

1. Immediate response - the ADO shall work with the Health Department and the 15 
member organizations of Team Whatcom to develop and promote through action and 16 
example a program along the theme of “Whatcom Cares for Your Safety”. The 17 
purpose is to improve consumer confidence by rapidly positioning our community as 18 
regional leaders/active partners in disease transmission prevention and safe social 19 
activities. 20 
 21 

2. Impact analysis (within 30 days) - Through extensive outreach establish and 22 
quantify the sectors of the economy affected: 23 

a. Businesses expected to see a return of demand and thus recover in due 24 
course e.g. Auto repairs? 25 

b. Businesses likely to recover with limited assistance e.g. breweries and 26 
specialty manufacturing? 27 

c. Sectors likely to find recovery challenging e.g. restaurants, retail, donor 28 
funded non-profits and higher education? 29 

 30 
As some impact analysis has been done, the focus may be more on ensuring we 31 
have identified all key sectors and the critical inter-relationships between them.  32 

 33 
3. Local actions available – Local government finances are also under considerable 34 

stress and can’t be relied upon to provide funds to improve the business climate. 35 
Therefore, the focus on locally sourced assistance should be in the form of human 36 
capital drawn from within our community. Some examples of how this could be used 37 
may be: 38 

a. Mentorship matching 39 
b. Business management education 40 
c. Cash flow management 41 
d. Encourage local collaboration 42 
e. Promotion of “buy local” policies 43 
f. Resource sharing 44 
g. Resiliency training 45 
h. Local medical supply manufacturing and reuse technologies 46 

 47 
 48 
 49 
  50 
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The Expert Panel  1 
 2 
It is proposed that this group comprise of 9-13 volunteers. Ideally at least half of which will 3 
have previously successfully led their respective organizations through one or more 4 
significant economic downturns, ideally as the CEO/CFO. The panel will be augmented by 5 
senior managers, a representative from the EOC with a business background, and 6 
employees of the Port of Bellingham acting under state statute in its role as the County’s 7 
Associate Development Office.  8 
 9 
This group will be augmented with representatives from different sectors who will be sought 10 
out to contribute to their respective industries. If practical the team will collaborate and 11 
leverage resources with similar groups in Skagit, San Juan and maybe Island Counties to 12 
build a more regional response. 13 
 14 
Commitment & Governance guidelines 15 
 16 

• Meetings will be held online (i.e. GoToMeeting). It is suggested the initial meeting be 17 
two hours long and additional meetings will be 1 hour. It is suggested that meetings 18 
will initially be held three times per week at times that do not conflict with other 19 
regularly scheduled COVID-19 such as 11am, 1pm or 4pm Monday, Wednesday, and 20 
Fridays. The frequency will change over time as the group sees fit 21 

 22 
• Members of the group will be expected to participate in a least two out of every three 23 

meetings  24 
 25 

• Members may be added or removed by a 2/3rds majority vote 26 
 27 

• A chair and vice chair shall be appointed at the first meeting  28 
 29 

• Meetings shall be governed by Roberts Rules as necessary 30 
 31 

• If decisions are not unanimous minority reports can be included upon request 32 
 33 
Additional principals 34 
 35 
Recognizing that uncertainty causes businesses to conserve cash, and delay rehiring, while 36 
certainty and optimism bring business investment and job growth, the team will seek ways 37 
to increase local employers’ confidence in the future. 38 

 39 
Recognizing that every adversity in life provides opportunity, the team shall look for ways 40 
this disaster can be leveraged to make our economy and community stronger and more 41 
resilient in the future. 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 
 47 
 48 
 49 
  50 
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EXHIBIT B 1 
Health Department deliverables 2 
 3 
The Health Department’s critical role in helping our economy recover shall grow to include: 4 

 5 
Disease prevention education and enforcement as businesses reopen, and 6 
 7 
Establishing and promoting best practices to reduce the County government’s 8 
contribution to the cost of providing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to third parties 9 

  10 
1. Whatcom Cares for Your Safety - the Health Department shall immediately work 11 

for the ADO, and the member organizations of Team Whatcom to develop and 12 
promote through action and example, a program along the theme of, “Whatcom 13 
Cares for Your Safety”. The purpose is to improve consumer confidence by rapidly 14 
positioning our community as regional leaders/active partners in disease 15 
transmission prevention and safe social activities. 16 

 17 
a. To support the ADO in the effort to position Whatcom County as a community 18 

that cares for the safety of its residents and visitors, to be seen as a safer 19 
place to visit, stay, and eat out than many other areas.  20 
 21 

b. To support the ADO in providing local businesses with the tools to remind 22 
residents and tourists that Whatcom’s abundant outdoor recreation 23 
opportunities are an inherently safer “post-COVID” social activity than say 24 
sitting in a crowded stadium or theme park. 25 

 26 
c. To support the ADO in helping local residents and businesses feel confident 27 

remaining and spending their money within Whatcom is as safe, if not safer, 28 
than going to other places where the disease prevention policies may be 29 
viewed as weaker. 30 

 31 
d. To develop, or contract with an existing supplier of training tools, to provide a 32 

COVID-19 safety training and certification program for individuals similar in 33 
concept to the WA State’s Food Worker Card. 34 

 35 
e. To conduct inspections, award “COVID-19 Safety Inspection Ratings” and 36 

publish the results online, similar to what Health Departments in other 37 
jurisdictions have been issuing to restaurants for years, and are posted with 38 
pride on storefront windows (a mock up is provided for example purposes as 39 
Exhibit C).  40 

 41 
f. To carry out periodic audits and enforcement of these safety rules.  42 

 43 
g. As the above will require additional resources beyond what the Health 44 

Department staff has available, the Department is encouraged to utilize 45 
furloughed local government workers and volunteers as much as practical. 46 

 47 
 48 
 49 
 50 
 51 
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2. Reducing the County’s contribution to future PPE costs – recognizing WA State 1 
and Whatcom County have already spent considerable amounts of money to acquire 2 
and distribute PPE to assist health care organizations to respond to the COVID-19 3 
crisis, moreover this rate of expenditure cannot be maintained, therefore the Health 4 
Department shall support Incident Command in enacting the following policies which:  5 

 6 
a. Ensure organizations requesting additional supplies of PPE only draw upon 7 

Incident Command’s limited inventory for as long as they continue to have no 8 
other viable options, this shall include written statement substantially similar 9 
to:  10 
 11 

“By ordering Personal Protective Equipment and/or other supplies 12 
through Whatcom Incident Command you agree to reimburse 13 
Whatcom County for any portion of our actual cost which is not 14 
reimbursed by FEMA or others. Furthermore, you understand Whatcom 15 
County may not know the cost of the supplies at the time you order 16 
them, and the actual cost incurred by Whatcom County to acquire the 17 
items you are requesting may prove to be considerably higher than the 18 
price you normally pay your commercial suppliers.” 19 

 20 
 21 

b. Follow the example set by the State government, PeaceHealth and other 22 
parties’ to develop strategies to reuse N95 masks, and looking for other ways 23 
to apply this approach to all PPE where practical. Including but not limited to 24 
face shields, gowns, Tyvek clothing, single use stethoscopes etc. This process 25 
will include establishing a means to collect, sterilize, verify, repack and 26 
redistribute. To ensure an adequate supply of dirty items are received for 27 
cleaning there should be a policy of exchanging like for like in the same 28 
quantities, less an appropriate allowance for those too damaged or soiled to 29 
be reused. 30 

 31 
 32 
 33 
 34 
 35 
 36 
 37 
 38 
 39 
 40 
 41 
 42 
 43 
 44 
 45 
 46 
 47 
 48 
 49 
 50 
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EXHIBIT C 

(This is provided for illustrative purposes only; the final design may be considerably different) 

 

We Care for Your Safety 
 

 
 

This business has received an 

A+  
Safety evaluation from Whatcom County 

COVID-19 safe workplaces team 
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PROPOSED BY: DONOVAN   1 
INTRODUCTION DATE: MAY 13, 2020  2 

 3 
RESOLUTION NO. ______ 4 

 5 
 6 

ESTABLISHING A PROCESS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A COVID-19 INTERIM ECONOMIC 7 
RECOVERY PLAN TO RESPOND TO THE ECONOMIC CRISIS WITHIN WHATCOM COUNTY 8 

CAUSED BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 9 
 10 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused significant hardship to our local economy 11 
which in turn has led to substantial unemployment, and 12 

 13 
WHEREAS, in previous localized emergencies Whatcom County has been able to rely upon 14 

the financial resources of the State and Federal governments to recover, however as COVID-19 is a 15 
global problem future State and Federal government funding is uncertain as it is being stretched to 16 
the limit, and 17 

 18 
WHEREAS, the Whatcom County agencies and departments have done an excellent job at 19 

reducing the rate of new infections from COVID-19, managing the increased demand for social 20 
services, procuring supplies of essential Personal Protective Equipment, and will continue to have 21 
to devote considerable resources to these needs for the foreseeable future, and 22 

 23 
WHEREAS, additional resources now need to be identified and dedicated to the challenge of 24 

leading the community onwards to economic recovery, and 25 
 26 
WHEREAS, the County, the City of Bellingham and the Port of Bellingham have an 27 

established Regional Economic Partnership (REP) agreement where the Port serves as the state-28 
designated Associate Development Organization (ADO) responsible for promoting and encouraging 29 
economic growth within Whatcom County, and 30 

 31 
WHEREAS, the purpose and goals of the REP and ADO include: 32 

• Retain and attract livable wage jobs and to assist businesses, entrepreneurs, and 33 
other local organizations to thrive  34 

• Partner to create a thriving community for all  35 
• Provide expertise in financing, planning, and technology to help start, develop, or 36 

grow business 37 
• Promote Whatcom County as a great place to live, work and do business.  38 
• Connect businesses with economic development services and skilled workforce 39 

resources 40 
• Help enhance and grow cross border trade opportunities with Canada,  41 
• Work collaboratively with our local and regional partners to create a vibrant 42 

community of higher education learning, prosperous agricultural lands, high tech 43 
businesses, marine manufacturing, and local food processing  44 

 45 
WHEREAS, local government officials, businesses, non-profits and the community need a 46 

COVID-19 interim economic recovery plan to be developed and available as rapidly as possible, to 47 
be replaced by a long-term, detailed strategy once State and Federal recovery funding has been 48 
defined and secured, and 49 

 50 
WHEREAS, while the County does not have any significant untapped local financial 51 

resources, the county is blessed with considerable human capital and economic acumen within our 52 
community, which can be drawn on to assist the ADO in the immediate development of a COVID-53 
19 Interim Economic Recovery Plan (CIERP).  54 

 55 
 56 

 57 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 1 
 2 

1. The ADO should be appointed as the primary lead agency responsible for the research and 3 
development of an COVID-19 Interim Economic Recovery Plan as outlined in Exhibit A, and 4 
 5 

2. As time is of the essence, the ADO shall immediately form a panel of experts (Exhibit A) 6 
drawn from the local community to augment and complement the existing ADO staff, and 7 

 8 
3.  The ADO should report any new information which could have a moderate or material 9 

impact on the county’s economic recovery to Incident Command, the County Council, 10 
County Executive, Port of Bellingham, the Mayors, Tribal Chairs and Health Department, and  11 
 12 

3. The ADO should provide updates, ideally every week, to the community on the status of 13 
economic recovery efforts, and 14 
 15 

4. If technical resources and analysis are required to assist in the development of the CIERP in 16 
excess of resources available to the ADO, the ADO may provide Whatcom County Council a 17 
detailed request of funds for that purpose, not to exceed $50,000. 18 

 19 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Whatcom County Council acting 20 

as the Whatcom County Health Board that the Whatcom County Health Department is encouraged 21 
to do the following: 22 

 23 
1. Add the strategies outlined in Exhibit B to its existing plans in support of the County’s 24 

economic recovery, and 25 
 26 

2. Support the efforts of the ADO to produce the CIERP as rapidly as practical, and 27 
 28 

3. Maintain responsibility for messaging and communications, through the Incident Command 29 
Joint Information Center, to the press and community related to the health and social 30 
service aspects related to the COVID-19 crisis, and 31 

 32 
4. Report any new information which could have a moderate or material impact on the 33 

county’s economic recovery to Incident Command, the County Council, County Executive, 34 
Port of Bellingham, the Mayors, Tribal Chairs and ADO, and  35 
 36 

5. Provide updates to the ADO, ideally every week, on the status of the Health Department’s 37 
contributions to the economic recovery efforts, to be included in ADO’s weekly reports to 38 
the community. 39 

 40 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to help reduce the future costs to the 41 

County of responding to COVID-19 strategies 2(a) and 2(b) in Exhibit B should be added to 42 
Incident Command’s existing plans. 43 
 44 

ADOPTED this _______day of __________, 2020. 45 
 46 
       WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 47 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 48 
 49 
 50 
Dana Brown-Davis, Clerk of the Council  Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 51 
 52 
 53 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:     54 
     55 
   56 
 57 
Civil Deputy Prosecutor     58 
        59 
        60 
  61 
        62 
 63 
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 1 
 2 

EXHIBIT A 3 
 4 
ADO Deliverables: 5 
 6 
The goal will be to use a panel of experts recruited by the ADO to develop a comprehensive picture 7 
of the County’s economic recovery needs and a plan to address them.  8 
 9 
The ADO will provide recommendations to policy makers in our cities and county as to what actions 10 
our community can take, consistent with the Governor’s orders that will have the greatest positive 11 
impact with the least amount of resources in the shortest amount of time.  12 
 13 
The recommendations from the ADO and its Expert Panel will be advisory only and it will be up to 14 
policy makers to decide what action to take.  15 
 16 
The deliverables should include, but are not limited to: 17 
 18 

1. Immediate response - the ADO is encouraged to work with the Health Department and 19 
the member organizations of Team Whatcom to develop a program to promote safe 20 
reopening of businesses. The purpose is to improve consumer confidence by rapidly 21 
positioning our community as regional leaders/active partners in disease transmission 22 
prevention and safe social activities. 23 
 24 

2. Impact analysis (within 30 days) - Through extensive outreach, establish and quantify the 25 
sectors of the economy affected: 26 

a. Businesses expected to see a return of demand and thus recover in due course (e.g. 27 
Auto repairs)  28 

b. Businesses likely to recover with limited assistance (e.g. breweries and specialty 29 
manufacturing) 30 

c. Sectors likely to find recovery challenging (e.g. restaurants, retail, donor funded 31 
non-profits and higher education) 32 

 33 
As some impact analysis has been done, the focus may be more on ensuring all key 34 
sectors are identified, including the critical inter-relationships between them.  35 

 36 
3. Local actions available – Local government finances are also under considerable stress 37 

and can’t be relied upon to provide funds to improve the business climate. Therefore, the 38 
focus on locally sourced assistance should be in the form of human capital drawn from 39 
within our community. Some examples of how this could be used may be: 40 

a. Mentorship matching 41 
b. Business management education 42 
c. Cash flow management 43 
d. Local collaboration 44 
e. Promotion of “buy local” policies 45 
f. Resource sharing 46 
g. Resiliency training 47 
h. Local medical supply manufacturing and reuse technologies 48 

 49 
 50 
 51 
  52 
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The Expert Panel:  1 
 2 
It is proposed that this could comprise of 9-13 volunteers. The panel should reflect the diversity of 3 
the County, including diversity of race / ethnicity, gender, and economic background. Ideally, it 4 
should include individuals who have previously successfully led their respective organizations 5 
through an economic downturn, and also include senior managers of for-profit and non-profit 6 
organizations, representation from organized labor, service sector workers, sole proprietor 7 
businesses, a representative from the EOC with a business background, and employees of the Port 8 
of Bellingham acting under state statute in its role as the County’s Associate Development Office.  9 
 10 
This group could be augmented with representatives from different sectors who will be sought out 11 
to contribute to their respective industries. If practical, the team could collaborate and leverage 12 
resources with similar groups in Skagit, San Juan and maybe Island Counties to build a more 13 
regional response. 14 
 15 
Commitment & Governance guidelines: 16 
 17 

• Meetings should be held online in compliance with the requirements of chapter 42.30 RCW, 18 
the Open Public Meetings Act, or in-person when permitted under state rules.  19 

 20 
• Members of the group are encouraged to participate in a least two out of every three 21 

meetings  22 
 23 

• Members may be added or removed by a 2/3rds majority vote of the Expert Panel 24 
 25 

• A chair and vice chair should be appointed at the first meeting  26 
 27 

• Meetings shall be governed by Roberts Rules of Order as necessary 28 
 29 

• If decisions are not unanimous, minority reports can be included upon request 30 
 31 
Additional principals: 32 
 33 
Recognizing that uncertainty causes businesses to conserve cash and delay rehiring, while certainty 34 
and optimism bring business investment and job growth, the team should seek ways to increase 35 
local employers’ and employees' confidence in the future. 36 

 37 
Recognizing that every adversity in life provides opportunity, the team should look for ways this 38 
disaster can be leveraged to make our economy and community stronger and more resilient in the 39 
future. 40 
  41 
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EXHIBIT B 1 
 2 

Health Department deliverables: 3 
 4 
The Health Department’s critical role in helping our economy recover should include: 5 

 6 
• Disease prevention education and enforcement as businesses reopen 7 
 8 
• Establishing and promoting best practices to reduce the County government’s contribution 9 

to the cost of providing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to third parties 10 
 11 
• Developing a program to provide information to businesses regarding best practices for 12 

preventing COVID-19 transmission 13 
 14 
 15 
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WHATCOM COUNTY 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
Jon Hutchings 
Director 

 

James P. Karcher, P. E. 
County Engineer 

322 N. Commercial Street, Ste 301 
Bellingham, WA  98225-4042 

Phone: (360) 778-6210 
Fax: (360) 778-6211 

 
Memorandum 

 
To:  The Honorable Satpal Sidhu, Whatcom County Executive and 
  The Honorable Members of the Whatcom County Council 

Through: Jon Hutchings, Director 

From:  James P. Karcher, P.E., County Engineer 
 
Date:  May 6, 2020 

Re:  Truck Road - Flood Damage from Milepost 1.60 to Milepost 1.65; 
  Emergency Ordinance for Installation of Stop Signs 
 
 
 
Requested Action 
Public Works respectfully requests that the County Council adopt the proposed emergency 
ordinance to install temporary stop signs associated with a single-lane configuration on Truck 
Road from approximately milepost 1.60 to milepost 1.65.  The temporary signs & single-lane 
configuration will remain until road repairs to address the adjacent hazard are completed. 
 
Background and Purpose 
Due to severe weather in January and February of 2020, there was significant erosion to a 
portion of Truck Road’s fill slope adjacent to the Nooksack River, requiring a one-lane roadway 
from milepost 1.60 to milepost 1.65.  The loss of the roadway section, during a severe weather 
event labeled the “Super Bowl Flood”, occurred during the time period from late January 
through early February 2020.  On January 29, 2020, Whatcom County issued a “Proclamation of 
Emergency”, and submitted the damage site to FEMA for funding.  The exact schedule for 
repairs to Truck Road is currently unknown, but is anticipated to occur after FEMA funding is 
authorized and design/permitting work proceeds into 2021.  These temporary stop signs will be 
removed at the completion of the repair work.   
 
Information 
This ordinance will allow for the temporary installation of stop signs and is necessary to comply 
with RCW 46.61.200 and 47.36.110 to install traffic control signs. 

Please contact Mike Donahue at extension 6250 with any questions regarding this ordinance. 
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 PROPOSED BY:  Public Works - Engineering 1 
 INTRODUCTION DATE: __5-19-2020__                 2 
  3 

ORDINANCE NO.________ 4 
 5 

TEMPORARY INSTALLATION OF STOP SIGNS ON TRUCK ROAD 6 
 7 

 8 
 WHEREAS, in compliance with RCW 46.61.200 and 47.36.110, it is found necessary and 9 
expedient to install traffic control signs on certain County Roads; and   10 
 11 
 WHEREAS, due to the severe weather commonly called the Super Bowl Flood”, which Whatcom 12 
County issued a “Proclamation of Emergency” on January 29, 2020, there was erosion to a portion of 13 
Truck Road, and it was determined that a one-way road is needed on Truck Road, from milepost 1.60 to 14 
milepost 1.65 with stop control at each end; and 15 
 16 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that temporary stop 17 
signs be installed on Truck Road at both ends of the erosion area, located within Section 33, Township 39 18 
North, Range 5 East, W.M.; and 19 
 20 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that when the repairs to Truck Road are completed, the temporary 21 
stop signs will be removed; and 22 
 23 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the County Engineer is hereby directed to install the 24 
appropriate signs and that the Whatcom County Sheriff be notified by a copy of this ordinance. 25 
 26 
  27 
 ADOPTED this          day of                      , 2020. 28 
 29 
 30 
      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 31 
ATTEST:     WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 32 
 33 
 34 
_____________________________  _______________________________ 35 
Dana Brown-Davis, Council Clerk  Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 36 
 37 
 38 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:     ( ) Approved  ( ) Denied 39 
 40 
 41 
_____________________________  _______________________________ 42 
Sr Deputy Prosecuting Attorney,   Satpal Sidhu, Executive 43 
Civil Division        44 
       Date:   ________________________ 45 

84



VAN ZANDT

GOSHEN

LAWRENCE

DEMING

STOP PROPOSED WORK AREA

STOP

TRUCK ROAD

1

EXHIBIT
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

322 N. COMMERCIAL ST., SUITE 301
BELLINGHAM, WA 98225

(360) 778-6210 OF 1
SHEET:

TRUCK  RD. FLOOD DAMAGE SITE

DATE of DAMAGE: January-February 2020

Mile Post 1.60 to 1.65 

NORTH

85

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
LAKE

AutoCAD SHX Text
TO

AutoCAD SHX Text
MOSQUI

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
FORK

AutoCAD SHX Text
NORTH

AutoCAD SHX Text
HI

AutoCAD SHX Text
LL

AutoCAD SHX Text
POTTER

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
LSON

AutoCAD SHX Text
NE

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
RSHA

AutoCAD SHX Text
LIND

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
LL

AutoCAD SHX Text
MOUNT

AutoCAD SHX Text
SCHORNBUSH

AutoCAD SHX Text
RUTSATZ

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
TRUCK RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
MA

AutoCAD SHX Text
STRAND

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
"Y" RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
SQUALICUM  LK.

AutoCAD SHX Text
MISSION  RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
LN.

AutoCAD SHX Text
AGATE BAY 

AutoCAD SHX Text
JENSEN

AutoCAD SHX Text
HIGHWAY

AutoCAD SHX Text
KELLY  RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
MISSION     RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
WAHL

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
Squalicum Mtn.

AutoCAD SHX Text
1,525

AutoCAD SHX Text
FAZON

AutoCAD SHX Text
LINDQUIST

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
ROBERTS RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
GOSHEN

AutoCAD SHX Text
SAND  RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
"Y"  RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
MARTIN RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
E.  SMITH  RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
EBERLY

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
POTTER

AutoCAD SHX Text
CARON

AutoCAD SHX Text
HILLSIDE  RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
MITCHELL RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
FINSRUD

AutoCAD SHX Text
Northern R/R

AutoCAD SHX Text
Burlington

AutoCAD SHX Text
Mountain

AutoCAD SHX Text
Stewart

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
LLE

AutoCAD SHX Text
VI

AutoCAD SHX Text
AR

AutoCAD SHX Text
CED

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
OSGOOD

AutoCAD SHX Text
PUTNAM

AutoCAD SHX Text
LEY

AutoCAD SHX Text
HAT-

AutoCAD SHX Text
MACAULAY

AutoCAD SHX Text
HOPEWELL

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
SIPER RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
LAWERENCE RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
ALLISON

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
E. HOFF

AutoCAD SHX Text
MT. 

AutoCAD SHX Text
BAKER

AutoCAD SHX Text
DEM

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
MARIOTTA

AutoCAD SHX Text
HWY.

AutoCAD SHX Text
PEBLEY RD

AutoCAD SHX Text
9

AutoCAD SHX Text
WILL

AutoCAD SHX Text
I

AutoCAD SHX Text
AMS

AutoCAD SHX Text
HILLIARD

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
ING

AutoCAD SHX Text
Cr.

AutoCAD SHX Text
s

AutoCAD SHX Text
ter

AutoCAD SHX Text
Heis

AutoCAD SHX Text
Lake

AutoCAD SHX Text
Mosquito

AutoCAD SHX Text
Lake

AutoCAD SHX Text
Jorgensen

AutoCAD SHX Text
Creek

AutoCAD SHX Text
Middle

AutoCAD SHX Text
Cr.

AutoCAD SHX Text
Tinling

AutoCAD SHX Text
Bell

AutoCAD SHX Text
Canyon

AutoCAD SHX Text
Racehorse

AutoCAD SHX Text
Creek

AutoCAD SHX Text
Kenney

AutoCAD SHX Text
Fork

AutoCAD SHX Text
Creek

AutoCAD SHX Text
Porter

AutoCAD SHX Text
Lake

AutoCAD SHX Text
Squalicum

AutoCAD SHX Text
Fazon Lake

AutoCAD SHX Text
Creek

AutoCAD SHX Text
Anderson

AutoCAD SHX Text
Olsen

AutoCAD SHX Text
Macaulay

AutoCAD SHX Text
Cr.

AutoCAD SHX Text
Smith

AutoCAD SHX Text
Creek

AutoCAD SHX Text
Creek

AutoCAD SHX Text
BELL CREEK

AutoCAD SHX Text
JAMES RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
HENDERSON

AutoCAD SHX Text
      RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
LEE WY.

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
(PRVT)

AutoCAD SHX Text
STOP AHEAD

AutoCAD SHX Text
ONE LANE ROAD AHEAD 

AutoCAD SHX Text
ONE LANE  ROAD AHEAD W20-4

AutoCAD SHX Text
STOP R1-1

AutoCAD SHX Text
STOP AHEAD  W3-1

AutoCAD SHX Text
ONE LANE  ROAD AHEAD W20-4

AutoCAD SHX Text
STOP R1-1

AutoCAD SHX Text
STOP AHEAD  W3-1

AutoCAD SHX Text
STOP AHEAD

AutoCAD SHX Text
ONE LANE ROAD AHEAD 

AutoCAD SHX Text
0.7 MILES TO DEAL RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
0.6 MILES TO MOSQUITO LAKE RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
TRUCK RD.

AutoCAD SHX Text
Y

AutoCAD SHX Text
N

AutoCAD SHX Text
W

AutoCAD SHX Text
H

AutoCAD SHX Text
S

AutoCAD SHX Text
A

AutoCAD SHX Text
G

AutoCAD SHX Text
N

AutoCAD SHX Text
I

AutoCAD SHX Text
T

AutoCAD SHX Text
O

AutoCAD SHX Text
U

AutoCAD SHX Text
N

AutoCAD SHX Text
O

AutoCAD SHX Text
A

AutoCAD SHX Text
H

AutoCAD SHX Text
W

AutoCAD SHX Text
T

AutoCAD SHX Text
C

AutoCAD SHX Text
M

AutoCAD SHX Text
C

AutoCAD SHX Text
O

AutoCAD SHX Text
T

AutoCAD SHX Text
Not to Scale

AutoCAD SHX Text
DAMAGE LIMITS



Agenda Bill Master Report

Whatcom County COUNTY COURTHOUSE
311 Grand Avenue, Ste #105
Bellingham, WA 98225-4038

(360) 778-5010

File Number: AB2020-217

1AB2020-217 Status: Agenda ReadyFile ID: Version:

KFelbing@co.whatcom.wa.us05/12/2020File Created: Entered by:

Ordinance Requiring a Public HearingCouncil OfficeDepartment: File Type:

Assigned to: Council Final Action:

Agenda Date: 05/19/2020 Enactment #:

Primary Contact Email:    DBrown@co.whatcom.wa.us

TITLE FOR AGENDA ITEM:

Ordinance imposing an interim moratorium on the acceptance and processing of applications and 

permits for new or expanded facilities in the Cherry Point urban growth area, the primary purpose of 

which would be the shipment of unrefined fossil fuels not to be processed at Cherry Point

SUMMARY STATEMENT OR LEGAL NOTICE LANGUAGE:

Ordinance imposing an interim moratorium on the acceptance and processing of applications and 

permits for new or expanded facilities in the Cherry Point urban growth area, the primary purpose of 

which would be the shipment of unrefined fossil fuels not to be processed at Cherry Point

HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE FILE

Action:  Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  

Attachments: Proposed Ordinance

Page 1Whatcom County Printed on 5/13/2020

86



PROPOSED BY:        1 
INTRODUCTION DATE:  _________________  2 

 3 
ORDINANCE NO.    4 

 5 
IMPOSING AN INTERIM MORATORIUM ON THE ACCEPTANCE AND PROCESSING OF 6 

APPLICATIONS AND PERMITS FOR NEW OR EXPANDED FACILITIES IN THE 7 
CHERRY POINT URBAN GROWTH AREA THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF WHICH WOULD 8 

BE THE SHIPMENT OF UNREFINED FOSSIL FUELS NOT TO BE PROCESSED AT 9 
CHERRY POINT 10 

 11 
WHEREAS, on July 12, 2016, the County received a letter from Chairman Ballew of 12 

the Lummi Business Council which included the statement that they "hope that the 13 
amendments to the Comprehensive Plan not unfairly impact the current employers within 14 
Cherry Point."; and 15 
 16 

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council previously adopted Title 20 zoning code 17 
which regulates land use within unincorporated areas of Whatcom County; and 18 
 19 

WHEREAS, the Council adopted the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan on May 20 
20, 1997, which contains goals, objectives and policies regarding land use compatibility and 21 
environmental considerations; and 22 
 23 

WHEREAS, the Council recently updated the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan 24 
as required by Revised Code of Washington 36.70A; and 25 
 26 

WHEREAS, during the Comprehensive Plan review process the Council received 27 
many individual public comments on fossil fuel transshipment, transport, and transfer from 28 
Cherry Point related to the protection of the health of Whatcom County’s environment, 29 
economy, and residents; and 30 
 31 

WHEREAS, the County recognizes that the existing refineries have for decades been 32 
significant shippers of refined fossil fuels such as jet fuel and calcined coke used in 33 
manufacture of aluminum while providing substantial local employment; and 34 

 35 
WHEREAS, the refining of fossil fuels at Cherry Point provides high wage jobs which 36 

could be lost if the existing refineries were converted to crude oil export facilities; and 37 
 38 
WHEREAS, multiple trains carrying crude oil from the Bakken formation moving 39 

through the United States and Canada have derailed and exploded causing damage to 40 
property and the environment, one derailment caused significant fatalities, which is the 41 
reason regulations must be improved; and 42 

 43 
WHEREAS, a unit train carrying Bakken crude traveling through Mosier, Oregon, on 44 

June 3, 2016, derailed and exploded causing damage to property and the Columbia River, 45 
demonstrating that recently adopted state and federal policies and corporate investment 46 
intended to reduce the risks associated with oil by rail have proven insufficient to protect 47 
communities along the rail corridor; and 48 

 49 
WHEREAS, the Washington State Department of Natural Resources has designated 50 

waters adjacent to the Cherry Point Urban Growth Area as an aquatic reserve to ensure 51 
long-term protection of this unique aquatic environment; and 52 
 53 

WHEREAS, the United States recently lifted a ban on the export of crude oil from 54 
the country, increasing pressure on deep water ports such as Cherry Point to develop into 55 
crude export terminals; and 56 
 57 
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WHEREAS, existing refineries at Cherry Point have recently increased their ability to 1 
accept crude oil by rail by constructing new rail offloading facilities to serve the refineries; 2 
and 3 
 4 

WHEREAS, existing and proposed pipeline facilities have increased, or proposed to 5 
increase, their capacity to move crude oil, diluted bitumen, and natural gas to Cherry Point; 6 
and 7 
 8 

WHEREAS, Title 20 currently does not explicitly prohibit transshipment, transport, 9 
and transfer  of unrefined fossil fuels and construction of infrastructure to facilitate 10 
expanded shipment of unrefined fossil fuels not to be processed at Cherry Point; and 11 
 12 

WHEREAS, according to the June 27, 2016, Land Capacity Analysis report produced 13 
by Planning and Development Services, Cherry Point contains only 1,072.6 acres of 14 
developable land that is zoned Heavy Impact Industrial (HII) for the purposes of “supplying 15 
a reasonable amount of land, commensurate with demand, for the location and grouping of 16 
heavy impact industrial uses” and to “minimize the scope of impacts generated within the 17 
HII District and to provide protection for nonindustrial districts situated outside thereof…” 18 
(WCC 20.68.010); and 19 
 20 

WHEREAS, expansion of existing facilities for purposes of shipping unrefined fossil 21 
fuels not to be processed or consumed at Cherry Point will increase the transport of 22 
dangerous fuels through our community and increase the risk of possible derailment, spills, 23 
explosions, and the fallout will pose a serious threat to the community; and  24 
 25 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Washington State Constitution, the general police 26 
powers granted to counties empower and authorize Whatcom County to adopt land use 27 
controls to provide for the regulation of land uses within the County and to provide that 28 
such uses shall be consistent with applicable law; and  29 

 30 
WHEREAS, on August 9, 2016, the Council adopted Ordinance 2016-031, an 31 

emergency ordinance imposing a sixty day moratorium on the filing, acceptance, and 32 
processing of new applications for conversion of land or water, new building or structure 33 
permits, or other County permits or authorizations in the Cherry Point Urban Growth Area 34 
for new or expanded facilities whose purpose is to facilitate the increased shipment of 35 
unrefined fossil fuels not to be processed or consumed at Cherry Point; and 36 

 37 
WHEREAS, the Council adopted interim measures on September 27, 2016 38 

(Ordinance 2016-039), March 21, 2017 (Ordinance 2017-011), September 26, 2017 39 
(Ordinance 2017-049), February 27, 2018 (Ordinance 2018-007), August 8, 2018 40 
(Ordinance 2018-044), January 29, 2019 (Ordinance 2019-010), July 9, 2019 (Ordinance 41 
2019-049), and December 3, 2019 (Ordinance 2019-083), prohibiting the filing, acceptance, 42 
and processing of new applications for conversion of land or water, new building or structure 43 
permits, or other County permits or authorizations in the Cherry Point Urban Growth Area 44 
for new or expanded facilities whose purpose is to facilitate the increased shipment of 45 
unrefined fossil fuels not to be processed or consumed at Cherry Point, unless the 46 
applications: 47 

 48 
1.  Were filed and complete prior to the effective date of the ordinance and vested 49 
pursuant to Washington statutes; 50 
 51 
2.  Were for building permits for remodels, maintenance, or repairs of existing 52 
structures where no increased capacity for shipping unrefined fossil fuels not to be 53 
processed or consumed at Cherry Point would result; or 54 
 55 
3.  Were necessary to protect health and safety of the community; and 56 
 57 
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WHEREAS, these interim measures were necessary to allow time for the Council to 1 
work with staff and Cascadia Law Group to develop proposed amendments  to the 2 
Comprehensive Plan and zoning code to address risks to public health, safety, and the 3 
environment associated with under-regulated expansion of fossil fuel facilities at Cherry 4 
Point; and 5 

 6 
WHEREAS, on August 8, 2019, the Council approved Resolution 2019-037, 7 

forwarding proposed Cherry Point Urban Growth Area Comprehensive Plan and zoning code 8 
amendments to the Whatcom County Planning Commission for review and recommendation; 9 
and 10 

 11 
WHEREAS, on September 12, 2020, the Planning Commission hosted a town hall 12 

meeting to provide the public an opportunity to speak on the Council’s proposed 13 
amendments; and 14 

 15 
WHEREAS, on September 26, October 10, October 24, November 14, and December 16 

12, 2019, and January 16, January 30, and February 27, 2020, the Planning Commission 17 
held work sessions to discuss the Council’s proposed amendments and formulate 18 
recommendations; and  19 

 20 
WHEREAS, it was anticipated that the Planning Commission would return 21 

recommended findings and conclusions to the Council in early 2020; and 22 
 23 
 WHEREAS, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and issuance of a stay-at-home order 24 

by the Washington State Governor, the Planning Commission was required to cancel all 25 
scheduled meetings until further notice; and  26 

 27 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission needs additional time to hold meetings and 28 

prepare its recommendations; and 29 
 30 
WHEREAS, the Council finds that extending the moratorium imposed by Ordinance 31 

2019-083 is necessary to allow adequate time for the Planning Commission to complete its 32 
work; and 33 

 34 
WHEREAS, the Council further finds that extending the moratorium imposed by 35 

Ordinance 2019-083 is necessary for the protection of public health and safety; and 36 
 37 
 WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Council is scheduled to hold a public hearing on 38 
this issue on __________________, or a later date; and 39 
 40 

WHEREAS, the County Council fully recognizes the limits to its authority over 41 
transportation of certain goods imposed by federal statutes and the US Constitution, and 42 
finds that this action is within its authority;  43 
 44 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the Whatcom County Council adopts 45 
the above “WHEREAS” recitals as findings of fact in support of its action as required by RCW 46 
36.70A.390  47 
 48 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that an interim 49 
moratorium is hereby imposed prohibiting the filing, acceptance, and processing of new 50 
applications for conversion of land or water, new building or structure permits, or other 51 
County permits or authorizations in the Cherry Point Urban Growth Area for new or 52 
expanded facilities whose purpose is to facilitate the increased shipment of unrefined fossil 53 
fuels not to be processed or consumed at Cherry Point, unless the applications: 54 

 55 
1.  Were filed and complete prior to the effective date of this ordinance and vested 56 
pursuant to Washington statutes; 57 
 58 
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2.  Are for building permits for remodels, maintenance, or repairs of existing 1 
structures where no increased capacity for shipping unrefined fossil fuels not to be 2 
processed or consumed at Cherry Point will result; or 3 
 4 
3.  Are necessary to protect health and safety of the community. 5 

 6 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that this interim 7 

ordinance shall be effective for not longer than six months following its effective date, but 8 
may be renewed for one or more six-month periods if subsequent public hearings are held 9 
and findings of fact are made prior to each renewal.  10 

 11 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that if a section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, 12 

clause, or phrase of this ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason by 13 
any court of competent jurisdiction; such decision shall not affect the validity of the 14 
remaining portions of this ordinance, and if the provisions of this ordinance are found to be 15 
inconsistent with other provisions of the Whatcom County Code, this ordinance shall control. 16 
 17 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that for the purpose of this ordinance the definition of 18 
“unrefined fossil fuel” includes but is not limited to all forms of crude oil whether stabilized 19 
or not; raw bitumen, diluted bitumen, or syncrude; coal; methane propane, butane, and 20 
other “natural gas” in liquid or gaseous formats excluding those that are the byproduct of 21 
refinery processes in the Cherry Point UGA; and condensate. 22 

 23 
BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED that for the purpose of this ordinance, the definition of 24 

“facility” includes but is not limited to piers, wharfs, buildings, tank farms, pipelines, rail 25 
loading and offloading facilities, road spurs, or any other such physical infrastructure 26 
intended to receive, transfer, or store unrefined fossil fuels;  27 
 28 

APPROVED this    day of   , 2020. 29 
 30 
ATTEST:      WHATCOM COUNTY COUNCIL 31 
       WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 32 
 33 
              34 
Dana Brown Davis, Clerk of the Council  Barry Buchanan, Council Chair 35 
 36 
 37 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:     WHATCOM COUNTY EXECUTIVE 38 
       WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON 39 
 40 
 41 
              42 
Civil Deputy Prosecutor    Satpal Sidhu, County Executive  43 
 44 
       (     ) Approved (     ) Denied 45 
        46 
 47 
       Date Signed:      48 
  49 
 50 
 51 
 52 
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