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PROPOSED BY: ELENBAAS
INTRODUCED: SEPTEMBER 9, 2025

RESOLUTION NO. _2025-027

AMENDING RESOLUTION 2025-013 TO DOCKET AN ADDITIONAL COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN AND ZONING AMENDMENT RELATED TO WHATCOM COUNTY CODE CHAPTER
20.40 TO INCLUDE AGRICULTURE STORAGE AS A PRIMARY PERMITTED USE

WHEREAS, agriculture is a cornerstone of Whatcom County’s economy and culture,
with 100,000 acres of productive farmland across the county generating over $500 million
in market value from agriculture production (Whatcom County); and

WHEREAS, the state Growth Management Act requires Whatcom County to
designate agricultural lands “that have long-term significance for the commercial production
of food or other agricultural products” (RCW 36.70A.170) and to adopt development
regulations to assure the conservation of agricultural and other natural resource lands (RCW
36.70A.060); and

WHEREAS, the current Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan (Chapter 8, Resource
Lands) calls for to county to “conserve and enhance Whatcom County’s agricultural land
base for the continued production of food and fiber” (Goal 8A) and to “... maintain and
enhance the economic viability of the agricultural industry in the county over the long term”
(Policy 8A-3); and

WHEREAS, agricultural operations depend on adequate facilities for storing crops,
feed, seed, harvested products, farm machinery, and equipment; and

WHEREAS, areas within Whatcom County are particularly vulnerable to flooding,
necessitating the storage of crops and equipment outside of the floodplain to increase food
system resilience; and

WHEREAS, under current code interpretation, agricultural storage is often treated as
an accessory use, creating a barrier for farmers wishing to build barns, silos, grain bins, cold
storage, or equipment sheds in an offsite location outside of the floodplain; and

WHEREAS, designating agricultural storage as a primary permitted use within the
Agricultural Zone provides certainty to farmers, reduces unnecessary permitting conflicts,
and supports a functional agriculture economy; and

WHEREAS, permitting agriculture storage under WCC 20.40.50 will also allow
agriculture storage as a permitted use under WCC 20.38 Agriculture Protection Overlay.



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Whatcom County Council hereby
dockets for formal review the amendment shown on the attached Exhibit A.
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