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M.A., representing Whatcom County Planning & Development Services. The County and Cities are developing a draft Non-Binding Multi-Jurisdictional Resolution for consideration by the County Council and City Councils.  The Resolutions would include preliminary population, housing, and employment growth projections for the urban growth areas (UGAs) and the Rural & Resource Lands (outside of UGAs).We would like to discuss the draft Resolution this afternoon.  But first, we would like to  provide some context relating to the GMA, UGAs, and growth projections in the existing County Comp Plan.   



GROWTH MANAGEMENT ACT

• County and city comprehensive plans must be 
coordinated and consistent (RCW 36.70A.100).

• This includes population, housing, and employment 
growth projections.
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The Growth Management Act (GMA) was originally passed by the State Legislature in 1990 and contains mandatory requirements for local governments.  One of those requirements is that County and City comprehensive plans must be coordinated and consistent.This includes population, housing and employment growth projections for the future.So it’s important for the County and Cities to agree upon and use consistent growth projections for their respective comprehensive plan updates.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The GMA envisions that most future growth will be directed to UGAs. This is the current County Comp Plan map. We have a total of 10 UGAs (in yellow and purple).  Seven UGAs are associated with cities. Three UGAs are not associated with a city: These are Birch Bay, Cherry Point, and Columbia Valley. The GMA requires that UGAs must have sufficient area and densities to accommodate the urban growth projected over the planning period.  Therefore, growth projections may have implications for UGA sizing. The County and cities are conducting preliminary land capacity analyses to estimate if there is enough land in the existing UGAs to accommodate the growth projections.  A deficit of land capacity in a given UGA can be addressed by increasing densities in the existing UGA and/or expanding the UGA. Growth projections matter for UGA sizing.



CURRENT COMP PLAN
DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION GROWTH 

• 74.4% in the seven city UGAs;

• 9.5% in the two non-city UGAs (Birch Bay and Columbia 
Valley); and

• 16.1% outside of UGAs (in rural and resource lands).
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This is the planned distribution of population growth in Whatcom County through the year 2036 in the current Comp Plan.  As you can see, almost ¾ of the future growth is planned for cities (and their adjacent UGAs).The County and cities are working together to allocate future population, housing and employment growth, through the year 2045, to the UGAs and rural areas in the update process. Again, consistency between County and city plans is required by the GMA.



NON-BINDING MULTI-
JURISDICTIONAL RESOLUTIONS

• 2016 Comp Plan Update Process 
• Non-binding multi-jurisdictional resolutions

• Included population and employment allocations

• 2025 Comp Plan Update Process
• Non-binding multi-jurisdictional resolutions

• Will include population, housing and employment allocations
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In the 2016 Comp Plan Update process, the County Council and City Councils adopted non-binding multi-jurisdictional resolutions tentatively setting forth population and employment allocations for each UGA and the rural area.  A similar resolution is being developed for this process, but will also include housing allocations. The Whatcom County Planning Commission held a public hearing on the preliminary population, housing, and employment projections on November 14 and will hold a work session on December 12 to discuss further.After the Planning Commission recommendations, the population, housing and employment growth projections would go to the County Council and City Councils for consideration in the Non-Binding Resolutions.



LANGUAGE FROM DRAFT 
NON-BINDING RESOLUTION

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Whatcom 
County Council [or appropriate City Council] hereby agrees 
to utilize the population, housing, and employment growth 
allocations shown on Exhibit A as the preliminary allocations 
for initial review of urban growth areas by the County and 
cities. It is acknowledged that a range of population, housing, 
and employment allocations will also be studied in the 
environmental impact statement and UGA review process and 
the final UGA growth allocations may be different than set 
forth in this Resolution.
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The Non-Binding Multi-Jurisdictional Resolutions are intended to get the County and Cities on the same page for things like capital facility planning – as jurisdictions should be preparing plan updates for facilities such as public water and sewer to serve projected growth.  However, the Resolutions would be non-binding and the growth allocations can be changed later on in the adopted comprehensive plans.The Non-Binding Multi-Jurisdictional Resolution will have a number of “Whereas” Statements and will have population, housing, and employment growth figures through the year 2045.This is the concluding statement from the draft resolution.  It recognizes the need for early coordination, but also that final decisions on growth projections will be made at a later date when the Comprehensive Plans receive final approval from the respective legislative bodies of the cities and County.



QUESTIONS?
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