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MEMORANDUM 

 

Date:   September 3, 2024 

To:  Whatcom County Council 

From:  Council Staff 

RE:  Revised Naming Ordinance AB2024-314 

This ordinance establishes a process in code to name County-owned public buildings, 

properties, and facilities. It was originally introduced on 5/21/24 and subsequently held in the 

Public Works and Health Committee on 6/4/24 and 6/18/24. At that time, the Parks and 

Recreation Department had concerns about including Parks properties in the ordinance due 

to naming protocol needs that are unique from those of other County departments. The 

revision (Proposed Ordinance for 9/10/24) eliminates Parks Department properties from the 

ordinance. The Parks and Recreation Commission are developing an ordinance to address the 

naming of Parks facilities, properties, and related structures through a separate process.  

 

Other major changes to this revised version include: 

• A clarification related to Council approval so that a resolution to name a facility must 

receive a majority vote of the Council, while a resolution to rename an existing facility 

requires a 2/3 vote. 

• A change in the ordering of paragraphs in 2.180.030, Process to Name, to ensure that 

the solicitation of name suggestions from the public occurs before the Naming 

Committee makes a recommendation to the Council. 

 

The Council Office has on file a list of notable Whatcom County individuals for whom facilities 

could be named. This list appears in Exhibit A. Possible names are not limited to the names 

on this list. Additional names may be submitted to the Council Office at any time.   
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EXHIBIT A 

Notable Names in Whatcom County  

Frances C. Axtell – politics 

Justice Raquel Montoya-Lewis – legal  

Ella Rhoads Higginson – literature  

Dolly Connelly – journalism 

Temryss Lane – Lummi, sports  

Phoebe Judson – Lynden, community   

Frances Payne Larrabee– community, women & children    

J.A. Kerr and B.B. Seymour – women  

Professor Eunice Faber – education  

Lottie Roeder Roth – historian 

Katherine M. Ryan – librarian  

Mary D. Carew Anderson – educator  

Therese Bevans – businesswoman  

Deborra Garrett – legal    

Clara (and John) Tennant – settlers (Clara: Lummi/Nooksack) 

Theresa (and Edward) Eldridge – historical    

Mabel Zoe Wilson – education 

Rena Priest – literature 

Mary Ellen Hillaire: Lummi, education, indigenous rights   

Noemi Ban – Holocaust education  

Aryness Joy Wickens – economist  

Margo St. James – sex worker advocacy  

Darlene M. Soltys – legal   

Harriet A. Spanel – legislative & community  

Catherine T. Montgomery – outdoorswoman  

Beverly Bennett Dobbs – photography  

https://web.leg.wa.gov/womeninthelegislature/Members/AxtellFC.htm
https://www.courts.wa.gov/appellate_trial_courts/supreme/bios/?fa=scbios.display_file&fileID=MontoyaLewis
https://www.historylink.org/File/11028
https://www.historylink.org/File/9890
https://www.ahealthieramerica.org/articles/temryss-lane-192
https://www.historylink.org/File/8389
https://www.historylink.org/File/8603
https://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:80444/xv77306#historicalID
https://www.historylink.org/File/21255
file://///co.whatcom.wa.us/root/DeptShare/CO/COUNCIL/Council%20Projects/Notable%20Names%20in%20Whatcom%20County/Lottie%20Roeder%20Roth
https://genealogytrails.com/wash/whatcom/Bios/bios_r.html
https://genealogytrails.com/wash/whatcom/Bios/bios_a.html
https://genealogytrails.com/wash/whatcom/Bios/bios_b.html
https://www.whatcomcounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/7240/11062012_Voters-Pamphlet?bidId
https://heritageresources.omeka.net/exhibits/show/centennial/people/tennant
https://heritageresources.omeka.net/exhibits/show/centennial/people/eldridge
https://news.wwu.edu/inthemedia/women-of-library-history-mabel-zoe-wilson
https://www.knkx.org/arts/2021-04-02/lummi-nation-writer-becomes-states-first-native-american-poet-laureate
https://archives.evergreen.edu/1976/1976-12/hillaire_m/hillaire_m.htm
https://rwi.wwu.edu/noemi-ban-biography
https://www.nytimes.com/1991/02/08/obituaries/aryness-wickens-90-economist-who-developed-major-cost-index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/20/us/margo-st-james-dead.html
https://www.dccourts.gov/sites/default/files/2017-03/DCSC_Bio_Soltys.pdf
https://web.leg.wa.gov/womeninthelegislature/Members/SpanelHA.htm
https://www.pcta.org/2017/mother-pacific-crest-trail-catherine-montgomery-48060/
https://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/digital/collection/alaskawcanada/id/2415/#:~:text=Beverly%20Bennett%20Dobbs%20was%20born,Seward%20Peninsula%2C%20and%20Inuit%20people


3 
 

 

Joan Airoldi – library  

Sky Hopinka – Ho-Chunk Nation/Pechanga Band of Luiseno Indians, artist  

Nellie Centennial Cornish – musical/arts education 

Kristina Michele Martens - government, racial equity 

Joan Casey – computer science, environmental philanthropy   

Jewell Praying Wolf James – Lummi, environmental activist 

Beth Brownfield – activist, indigenous rights   

Juanita Jefferson – Lummi, activist, government 

George Nelson – astronaut  

Louie Gong – Nooksack, artist 

Juanita Jefferson – Lummi elder 

  

 

https://www.lwvbellinghamwhatcom.org/content.aspx?page_id=5&club_id=209672&item_id=82749
https://holtsmithsonfoundation.org/sky-hopinka
https://www.cornish.edu/cornish-at-a-glance/
https://www.cascadiadaily.com/news/2022/jan/25/kristina-michele-martens-makes-history-as-bellingh/
https://www.whatcomlandtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/J.Casey-a-legacy-of-compassion.pdf
https://www.whatcomwatch.org/php/WW_open.php?id=1851
https://whatcomwatch.org/index.php/article/beth-brownfield-committed-activist/
https://whatcomwatch.org/index.php/article/juanita-jefferson-lummi-elder-and-activist/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Nelson_(astronaut)
https://eighthgeneration.com/blogs/inspired-natives-project/louie-gong-nooksack
https://whatcomwatch.org/index.php/article/juanita-jefferson-lummi-elder-and-activist/#:~:text=Elder%20and%20Activist-,Whatcom%20Watch,and%20my%20mother%20was%20nonnative.

