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Planning Commission Version 

The version of the Comprehensive Plan approved by the Planning Commission mentions "adjudication" 

in five chapters: 

1. Chapter 2- Land Use - Policy 2A-15 (renumbered to 2A-17}

2. Chapter 5 - Utilities - Description

3. Chapter 7 - Economic Development - Description and discussion, Policy 7C-6

4. Chapter 8- Resource Lands - Description

5. Chapter 10 - Environment - Description

Chapters 5, 7, 8, and 10 include a brief description of what an adjudication is and are all essentially the 

same except for Chapter 7 which includes a small discussion of the impacts of the adjudication. As 

suggested by Councilmember Galloway, we could have just a single description somewhere in the plan, 

but that would make it more difficult for someone to read individual chapters if they don't already know 

what an adjudication is. If Council would like to reduce it to a single description, I would defer to PDS on 

where that should go in the plan. 

The language in Policy 2A-15 is language that's in the current Comp Plan with the exception of a change 

from "Encouraging a negotiated water rights quantification ... " to "Supporting adjudication or other 

negotiated water rights quantification ... " as shown below. This recommended change came from the 

Shellfish Protection District Advisory Committee. This language appears to be consistent with the 

administration's support of both adjudication and a negotiated settlement. 

Policy 2A-15 (renumbered to 2A-17}: Strive to improve predictability to property owners regarding the 

connection between legal water use, and land use and development by: 

• Supporting completion of groundwater studies that provide a better understanding of water quantities

available and the connection between groundwater use and instream flow levels.

• Supporting the efforts of water purveyors to develop new legal water sources and the infrastructure and

systems necessary to transport that water to existing water users that lack safe potable water or sufficient

water rights.

• Ell€0flFDyiRy e Supporting adjudication or other negotiated water rights quantification and settlement

between the Lummi Nation, Nooksack Indian Tribe and other water users in the Nooksack River basin.

• Encouraging the Department of Ecology to protect instream flows, particularly in times of extremely low

summer flows.

• Coordinating with the Department of Ecology to find solutions to provide adequate water for out-of­

stream users while protecting instream flows. Potential solutions may include consideration of recycling,

conservation, water banking, public water system interties, stream recharge augmentation, change in

place of use, desalinization and other alternative water supply measures.

• Requesting the Department of Ecology to create a water management plan for exempt wells in closed

water basins that better aligns instream flows with current water rights and legal decisions on hydraulic 

continuity. 

The language in Policy 7C-6 is: 

From: Gary Stoyka, Public Works; Received by Council on 3/31/2026 








