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PROPOSED BY: COUNCIL STAFF
INTRODUCTION DATE: SEPTEMBER 12, 2023

ORDINANCE NO. 2023 - 055

AMENDING WHATCOM COUNTY CODE SECTIONS 1.08.090 AND 1.08.170
TO REFLECT AMENDED CHARTER LANGUAGE RELATED TO SIGNATURE
REQUIREMENTS FOR INITIATIVES

WHEREAS, on June 1, 2021, the Whatcom County Council adopted Ordinance 2021-
032, submitting to the qualified voters of Whatcom County a proposal to amend Whatcom
County Charter Sections 5.40 and 5.41 to align signature requirements for citizen initiatives
with Washington State norms; and

WHEREAS, the Council’s proposed Charter amendment was presented to the voters
of Whatcom County at the 2021 General Election as follows:

Percentage of Necessary Signatures for Initiative/Mini-initiative

If passed, these amendments would require that the number of signatures
required for an initiative petition be based on a number equaling at least eight
percent of the votes cast in the "last regular county executive election" and that
the number of signatures required for a mini-initiative petition be based on a
number equaling at least three percent of the votes cast in the "last county
executive election,"” rather than the current "last gubernatorial election.”

Should these amendments be approved?
Yes _
No ; and

WHEREAS, the voters approved the Council-proposed Charter amendment; and

WHEREAS, the Whatcom County Code needs to be amended to reflect the revised
Charter language approved by the voters in 2021.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Whatcom County Council that
Whatcom County Code Sections 1.08.090 and 1.08.170 are hereby amended as outlined in
Exhibit A to thlsgo;dlnance
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EXHIBIT A

(AMEND WCC SECTIONS 1.08.090 AND 1.08.170 - REQUIRED SIGNATURES FOR INITIATIVES)

1.08.090 Petition ~ Required number of signatures.

Following expiration of the 10-day period referred to in WCC 1.08.070, the petitioner shall
have 120 days to collect signatures of the registered voters of the county equal in number
to not less than eight percent of the number of votes cast in the county in the last regular
county executive election. Each petition shall contain the full text of the proposed measure,
ordinance, or amendment to an ordinance, and the ballot title. (Ord. 2018-021 Exh. A; Ord.
2009-029 Exh. A; Ord. 79-31 § 2.6).

1.08.170 Mini-initiative -~ Requirements.

A. Any legal voter or organization of legal voters of Whatcom County may file a mini-
initiative proposal with the county auditor, who within five days, excluding Saturdays,
Sundays and holidays, shall confer with the petitioner to review the proposal as to form and
style. The auditor shall give the proposed mini-initiative a number, which shall thereafter be
the identifying number for the mini-initiative. The auditor shall then transmit a copy of the
proposal to the petitioner who has 120 days to collect the signatures of registered voters of
the county equal in number to not less than three percent of the number of votes cast in the
county in the last regular county executive election. The 120-day period shall begin upon
receipt of official notification to petitioner(s) by the auditor’s office either by certified mail or
messenger.

B. The original proponent or his designee may turn in signatures at any time within the 120-
day signature-gathering period. After the initial filing, the proponents can continue to turn in
signatures for an additional 30 days, but in no case shall additional petition signatures be
submitted after the initial 120-day signature collection period. Upon receipt of petitions
containing more than the required number of signatures for validation, the auditor shall
verify the sufficiency of the signatures within 60 days.

C. Initiative petitions must bear the signatures of qualified voters equal in number to not
less than three percent of the number of votes cast in the county in the last regular county
executive election. (Ord. 2009-029 Exh. A; Ord. 80-22 § 5; Ord. 79-31 § 3.1).



