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Regional Location 
Map

Whatcom County

Washington State

Carrasco Addition
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Carrasco Parcel 
Map

• 40 acre parcel

• 29.5 acres under Conservation 
Easement

• Current Parcel Use – not open to 
the public pending development
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Recreational Inventory/Current Use

• South Fork Park (S.F. Park) - one of two parks in the 
Acme Valley. Other is a small community park north in 
Van Zandt.

• Amenities: restroom facility; separate day-use parking 
for cars and equestrian trailers. 63,364 visitors in 2023.

• 1.5 mile meadow perimeter trail (within the northern 
S.F. Park parcel).

• Nearby trails:
• 1-mile hiking/equestrian trail within Edfro Creek 

Preserve (southeast of Carrasco) which extends 
6.5 miles onto DNR lands

• Private and DNR forest roads exist east of the S.F. 
Park complex.

South Fork Park Entrance South Fork Park Restroom

South Fork Park Equestrian Trailhead
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• Nesset Farm – Farmstead along the South Fork of 
the Nooksack River. Underutilized community asset.

• No public access since purchase in 1998.

• Without Carrasco Parcel, public pedestrian access to 
Nesset Farm from S.F. Park would necessarily pass 
through DNR (length would be approximately 6.5 
miles)

Nesset Farm Homestead

Nesset Farm Dairy Barn Nesset Farm Utility Barn

Recreational Inventory/Current Use, continued
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Service Gaps

• Lack of public trail access to Nesset Farm. 

• Need for a trailhead to facilitate equestrian 
access to nearby WLT properties at the end of 
Saxon Road.

• Need to address tribal concerns regarding 
routing trail connectivity to northern part of S.F. 
Park. 

• Visitors to Lake Whatcom Park seek 
connectivity eastward across Stewart Mountain.

• Opportunity to connect to DNR properties in 
the future to facilitate potential extension of 
Bellingham to Baker Trail eastward.
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2024 Comprehensive Parks Recreation and 
Open Space Plan

• Prioritizes Regional Park Development and 
trail connectivity.

• Planning to include robust community 
engagement and support economic 
development and tourism.

• Priority given to improvements associated 
with development of South Fork Park.

• Nesset Farm and South Fork Park trail 
connectivity is a major planning initiative.



2. Project Scope
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• Fee simple acquisition of 40 acre property (via 
waiver of retroactivity).

• 29.5 acres of good quality forest habitat, 
including forested wetlands.

• Future development would result in trailhead 
amenities including parking, restroom 
facilities, and wayfinding/interpretive signage.
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Trail Access to Nesset Farm for Outdoor Interpretation

Recreational Opportunities

• Pedestrian access to Nesset Farm including areas 
along the Nooksack River.

• Equestrian and hiking access from Carrasco to:
• the northern trailhead in SF Park 
• Edfro Creek
• DNR road systems

• Future hiking and equestrian access to road systems 
along WLT property along Skookum Creek.

• Planned trail connection across Stewart Mountain 
as part of  Bellingham to Baker trail for hiking and 
trail running.

Equestrian Trails Hiking Trail Running
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2

3

Structures to be Removed

1. Main Residence
2. Shop with Attached 

Apartments (2) and 
equipment storage barn

3. Yurt

Other structures include a 
riding area and miscellaneous 
fencing and small storage 
sheds.

1



3. Immediacy of Threat
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• Owners lived in the San Juan’s, 
property most recently operated as a 
VRBO.

• County given opportunity in 2022 to 
purchase before owners put on market.

• Nesset Foundation and Whatcom Land 
Trust supported purchase by the 
County for fear of losing the 
opportunity for Nesset Farm access.

• Family of nearby Bakke property 
(existing non-public access easement) 
wanted to pursue purchase.

Carrasco Property

Bakke Property
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Past Engagement (formal park planning process)

• S.F. Park Property Acquisition phase (1989 to 1998) and 
Conceptual master planning process (2007 to 2012)

Recent Engagement (informal and formal)

• Semi-annual meetings with representatives of Lummi 
Nation, Nooksack and Swinomish Tribes.  

• Meetings with local residents concerned about tourism 
impact of tubing ban

• Meetings with stakeholders (e.g., Back Country 
Horsemen, Nesset Farm Foundation)

• Meetings with other land management org (e.g., WLT 
and DNR)

• Monthly meetings for Stewart Mountain Community 
Forest 
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Need to purchase Carrasco largely driven by the 
following:
• Direct input from Nesset Farm Foundation and 

Whatcom Land Trust - need for trailhead to 
facilitate public trail access to Nesset Farm

• Tribal (and DNR) feedback - desire to find alternate 
routing to connect northern and southern areas of 
S.F. Park

• Acme business community - desire for trail-based 
recreation to support local tourism

• Back-country Horsemen – support for formal 
trailhead facilities along Saxon Road to facilitate 
access to other trail systems
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Partnerships
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• Nesset Farm Foundation

• Back Country Horsemen of 
Washington

• Whatcom Land Trust

• Stewart Mountain Community 
Forest collaborative



7. Enhancement 
of Wildlife 

Habitat
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8. Linkages Between Trails
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9. Linkages Between 
Communities
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10. Water 
Access or 

Views
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11. Scenic Values

Views of Carrasco Property and from Planned Nesset Farm Trail :

Views of with Community Trail Connections:

View of Lake Whatcom from 
Chanterelle Trail

View from Skookum Creek 
Preserve

View of Acme from east side 
of Stewart Mountain

View of South Fork Park 
(north)
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Documented commitments from the Tom 
and Ingeborg Nesset Foundation (501c3 
Organization dedicated to preserving 
Nesset Farm):

• Provide $150,000 in donations towards 
demolition of structures associated with 
the Carrasco Property

• Following purchase, construct 
approximately 1 mile trail from Carrasco 
Property to Nesset Farm
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Thankyou!


