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LAND & WATER INTEGRATION STUDY - OVERVIEW

“Better infegrate land use
(ZO n i n g ) WiT h O VO il O b |e Re: Integrating Land Use and Water Resources Planning per Council adopted Resolution 2022-422 and Comp
water supply to build

The comments included in this document reflect those previously submitted by the WRIA 1 Planning Unitin

February 28, 2024

letters and comments to the Whatcom County Council and other Whatcom County representatives. For PDS

re SI | I e n C e TO C U rre nT Q n d staff soliciting comments from the Planning Unit, the Planning Unit pulled the salient points from the

letters/comments, which are summarized below. These comments were unanimously approved by the Planning

-I:U-I-U re Cli mO-I-e im pOCTS.” Unit at their February 28, 2024 meeting.

1. The County is in the process of studying land/water interaction in Rural Study Areas as a pilot initiated by the

Planning Unit with the intent that the pilot would inform policies in the 2025 Comp Plan Update. The pilot
focus is on the following recommendations for the 2025 Comp Plan Update:

e Better integrate land use (zoning) with available water supply to build resilience to current and future climate
impacts. Suggestions for doing this includes:
Focusing growth in cities and Urban Growth Areas that can accommodate that growth with reliable water
supply;
Protecting key agricultural areas in perpetuity;

Exploring opportunities to provide water access to key agricultural areas;
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Building community resilience to climate impacts.




LAND & WATER INTEGRATION STUDY - OVERVIEW

» Evaluate relationship between
land use/designation and water
supply within three RSAs

Pleasant Va'

» Identify existing or potential water
Fin a
resources el

Kickerville

Custer-Grandview RSA ”

» Recommendations fo bring land ,
and water into balance Vi b g peer Crock

Guide-Aldrich RSA

» Coordinate with Whatcom
County staff, WRIA 1 Planning Unit,

and a Project Team s " 25l

Bellingham
Lake
Whatcom

Lummi Island Esri, CGIAR, USGS, Sources' : Esri, TomTom, Garmin,

5 “ " FAO, NOAA, USGS, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors,
= Beach and the GIS User Community
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LANDS EVALUATION

» Cdalculate Existing and Potential Development
Units per RSA

» Organize parcels by acreage Size Classes

196 Potential Additionall Development Units

10+ acre parcels= 97 Parcels
2,012 acres
56% of the RSA
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LANDS EVALUATION

» Cdalculate Existing and Potential Development
Units per RSA

» Organize parcels by acreage Size Classes

329 potential Additional Development Units

10+ acre parcels= 97 Parcels
2,681 acres
74% of the RSA
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LANDS EVALUATION
» Calculate Existing and Potential Development

Uni_l_s per RSA 105t RI;"':'L"?O” Fourmile Creek
» Organize parcels by acreage Size Classes

231 Potential Additional Development Units

10+ acre parcels= 94 Parcels
2,484 acres
76% of the RSA
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» Irrigation Water

Rights

» Existing PUD
Infrastructure
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WATER AVAILABILITY
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WATER AVAILABILITY

W Badger Rd o ‘ (Sag)
1539 J

Water System Service Areas
Custer-Grandview RSA | within RSAs

Birch Bay Lynden Rd

» 136 total known available
connections from water N

|_1 (a3 //;«> ‘ Custer Water
S \ Association
SYSTe mS l S A | Service Area Eversor
leasant Valley l . 04 »
: [ Guide-Aldrich RSA |
2 SN Te39]
. Fingalson Cre 1548 :-—"JJ : E Pole Rd | Ten Mile RSA |
» Water system service e ; L
Kickerville < (See ,:

areas larger than the RSAs o .

S ne C“.ee\‘

< ten TFervt 2

T o = ¥

» Future development = & ; = A

I . | | | Mountair\View EEiaal i —J i . Dee(;Cree\i L?
reliance on rurdl wells :
2 5
Lake Terrill Water il s AL
Association z ;
Service Area Z
el Deer Creek Water
Neptune-Beach Association
Service Area
542
539)
N
0 125 25 5} Esri, CGIAR, USGS, Sources: Esri, TomTom, Garmin, FAO,
5 “ " NOAA, USGS, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS X !
e Miles A User Community === WATER TRUST

WASHINGTOM
WATER TRUST



WATER AVAILABILITY
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WATER AVAILABILITY
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» Future connections may or may noft
occur within RSA

Nooksack
River

Water System Plan
Service Area

DEER CREEK WATER
ASSOCIATION

2025 Coordinated Water System Plan
indicates that there are water shares

Esri, NASA, NGA, USGS, Sources: Esri, TomTom, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS,
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WATER AVAILABILITY

Water System Service Area Overlap of
Custer-Grandview RSA
» Custer Water Association = 76

available connecftions TN ST i ——
:

Water System Plan

» Lake Terrill Water Association = 60 T an

CUSTER WATER
ASSOCIATION

available connections 1

LAKE TERRILL
WATER ASSOCIATION
60 connections available

» Future connections may or may nof
occur within RSA
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WATER AVAILABILITY

Water System Service Area Overlap of
Ten Mile RSA

Fourmile Creek

105 ft
Parcel ss | Deer Creek
Water Assn.

5102 Jo |

» Deer Creek Water Association =
unknown # of connections

» 2 parcels overlap with service area

Water System Plan
Service Area

DEER CREEK WATER
ASSOCIATION

2025 Coordinated Water System Plan
indicates that there are water shares
available
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AG PRACTICES & WATER SUPPLY ALTERNATIVES

» Climate change will further
constrain water availability

» ldentified Alternatives
» Ag Water Bank
» PUD Capacity
» COB Water Right
» Conveyance

/) — Canal/Ditch

RSA Boundary

» Reducing Consumptive Demand
» Alternative Cultivation Practices
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FINDINGS

» Insufficient water rights to support AG within RSAS
» Climate change = more constraint on water

» Resilient AG practices

» Important to_Integrate Land and Water Planning

» Re-designate lands now preserves opportunities
(while identifying water resources, practices)

» Further investigation into alternatives
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