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E. NON-CITY URBAN GROWTH AREAS

3. Cherry Point sholl be designoted os on unincorporoted industriol urbon growth oreo in recognition of
existing lorge scqle industriol lond uses. Additionol lorge scole deyelopmen, sholl be encouroged
consislent with the obility to provide needed services ond consistent wilh protecting criticol oreos olong
with other environmentol protection considerotions. The Cherry Point industriol qreo is on importont ond
oppropriqte oreo for industry due to its occess to deep woler shipping, roil, oll-weother roods, its
Iocotion neor the Conodion border, ond its contribution to the County's gool of providing fomily woge

iobs.

Evoluolion Policy E.3: No specific chonge reguired. Even il fossil-fuel refinement ond
reloled fossil-fuel induslries qre limited with policy ond code cfionges, o wide ronge of
industriol uses ore slill ollowed in uplond industriolly zoned oreos in Cherry Poinl. ln-woter
shipping is limiled lo exisling focililies per lhe Stote of Woshinglon Deportmenl of
Nofuro/ Resources (DNR) Cherry Point Aqualic Reserve Monogemenl Plon.

I. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT

2' New business development ond exponsion of existing businesses ore key foctors in providing "fomily
woge" iobs qnd o strong tox bose. Economic development thot pqys fomily woge rotes should be
encouroged. lndustriol lond designotions must be sufficient to permit the concentrotion of industry in
oppropriole locotions beyond 20 yeors. ln order lo oitroct new induslry ond provide for exponsion of
existing industries, the county qnd the cities will designote lond supply of sufficient size ond diversity to
provide o ronge of suitoble locqtions for indusfriol development. The designotion of this lond sholl be
estoblished in o woy thot preserves noturol resource bosed industries ond criticol oreos.

3. To provide sufficienr lond supply for industriol growth ond development, industriol designotions musi
not only include londs suitoble for developmenr, bur olso londs suitobly zoned to provide odequote
buffers. lt is qlso importont thqt lhese londs ond buffers be conserved with oppropriote lond use ond
zoning provisions to ensure thot they will be ovoiloble for future use,

4' Encouroge business locotion, retenlion, ond exponsion occording to city ond county comprehensive
plons in order to meel current qnd future demond for diverse business ond industry. Work with funding
ogencies ond the privote secfor to focilitote extension of odequote sewer, woter, telecommunicotions ond
rood occess to existing commerciol ond industriol-zoned properties, creoting shovel-reody sites. Cities
ond county moy utilize the "Quick sites" economic development progrom through oTED, which links

t3
14

l5
l6
t7

r8

t9
20

21

22

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

3l

34

I



37

38

39

40

4)

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

35

36

49

50

5l

52

strolegic elements of plonning, zoning, environmenlol review, ond permitting with the business-siting

effort.

I l. Whofcom County encouroges siting of industriol uses in proximity to qnd to furlher utilizotion of our
occess lo deep woter ond port focilities for shipping, roil, oirports, roodwoys, utility corridors ond fhe
internotionol border.

Evoluolion, Policies 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 ond l. t I : 7}e proposed policy ond code chonges continue

lo ollow development of non-fossil-fuel induslries, ond revie\! crilerio for exponsion of
exrsting uses relies on implemenling existing criticol oreo regu/olions ond olher slole ond
federol reguiremenls, e.g. Cherry Poinl Aquolic Reserve Monogement Plon, Mognuson Acl

'10. The cities ond county qgree to set policies for opproving proposols to outhorize siting of Mqior
lndustriol Developments for lorge or resource-bosed industries oulside of Urbon Growth Areos (os per
RCW 36.204.365). The moster plonning process for specific monulocturing, industriol, or commerciol
businesses sholl oddress infrostruclure, buffers, environmenlol protection, sprowl, resource londs, criticol
oreos, ond lond supply.

Evoluolion I .10: The code chonges provide more explicil mosler plon process review
crilerio thol implemenl this policy. Ihe new code chonges ore designed lo supporl
environmentol Noleclion ond crilicol oreos.

Comprehensive Plon

IAND USE ELEMENT

Policy 2D-6: Review ond updote the Wholcom County Shoreline Monogement Progrom in occordonce
with the schedule in lhe Shoreline Monogement Act (RCW 90.58.080). Updores should improve fhe
integrotion of fte Shoreline Progrom with Growth Monogemeni ond with the Cherry Poinf Aquotic
Reserve Monogemenl Plon in order to provide predictobility ond consistency in regulotion, qnd eliminote
regulotory redundoncy.

Evaluotion, 2D-6: This policy supports proposed omendmenls to the SMP lo oddress
Cherry Point Aquolic Reserve Monagemenl Plon.

Policy 2J-4: Proteci culturolly ond spiriluolly significonl ploces from nonessentiol development thot is

viewed os incompotible by the offected community.

Evolvotion, 2J-4: Per lhe Comprehensive Plon, the "Lummi Notion ond Weslern
Woshinglon Universily hove idenlified on onceslro/ villoge doting bock over 3,000 yeors
ogo in this oreo. fhe Cherry Point UGA conloins sites ol primory orcheo/ogicol ond
cuhurol significonce." Policy 2CC-3 col/s lor Archeologicol review in Cherry Poinl. There
ore no implemenling review criterio in lhe mqsler sile plon regording ovoiding impocrs ,o
cullurol resources.

Policy 2L-2: Retqin ond periodicolly review the odopled Suboreo Plons (Lummi lslond, Cherry point-

Ferndole, Urbon Fringe, Birch Boy Community Plon, Foothills, ond Point Roberfs).
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Cherry Poinl - Texl

The Cherry Point Urbon Growth Areq (UGA) conloins opproximotely 7,000 o*es of lndustriql lond. The

lond hos long been plonned ond designoted by Whotcom County for industriql development ond is

currently lhe sile of three moior indusiriol fqcililies including lwo oil refineries ond on otuminum smelter.
Together, these three existing indusfries own obout 4,400 ocres of the totol Cherry Point industriol lqnds.
A fourlh lorge lroct of undeveloped lond constituting opproximotely I,5OO ocres is designoted for
industriol development.

Becouse of the speciol choroclerislics of Cherry Point, including deep woter port occess, roil occess, ond
proximity lo Conodo, this oreo hos regionol significonce for ihe siting of lorge industriol or reloted
focililies. Generol Petroleum constructed the Ferndole Refinery in 1954, AlumoxfPechiney/Howmet
construcied the Aluminum Smelter in I966, ond the Atlqntic Richfield Compony constructed the Cherry
Point Refinery in 1971.

Cherry Point is qlso importont historicolly ond cullurolly to the Coost Solish people, ond pqrt of the usuol

ond occuslomed fishing oreo for five treoty tribes, reserved under lhe Treoty of Poinf Elliot of 1855. The

Lummi Nolion qnd Western Woshington University hqve identified on oncestrol villoge doting bock over
3,000 yeors ogo in this oreo. The Cherry Point UGA contoins sites of primory orcheologicol ond culturol
significonce.

Since lhe designolidn of this qreo for industriol development yeors qgo, newer scientific study of the
shoreline ecoiogy hos idenlified Cherry Point's unique function os port of the Froser River/Georgio Srroit
ond grecler Solish Seo ecosystem ond the ossocioted Cherry Point Aquotic Reserve hos been designoted
by the slole Deporlmenl of Noturol Resources to recognize the ecologicol importonce of the oquotic
londs in ,his oreo.

Since odoption of eorlier versions of this Comprehensive Plon, governments hqve increqsed their
recognition of the obsdrved ond proiected effects thot fossil fuel extrqction, tronsportotion ond use hove
on hurnon heqlth ond the environment.

Evoluolion: Ihe bockground condilions ore generolly lhe some lodoy. fhe proposed
policyfcode chonges do not require o consislency omendmenf. However, lhe Preliminory
Droft Text Chonges doled Jonuory I 5, 201? (to lhe second porogroph) ore compotib/e

Becouse of the specio/ chorocterislics of Cherry Poinl, including deep woler port
occess, roil occess, ond proximity lo Conodo,lhis oreo hos regiono/ significonce
lor lhe siting of lorge induslriol or relotecl foci/ities. Genero/ Petroleum consfrucled
lhe Ferndole Re{inery in 1954, Alumox fPechiney f Howmet conslructed lhe
Aluminum Sme/ler in 1966, ond the A ontic Richfield Compony conslructed ,he
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Evoluolion, Policy 2L-2, Ihis suboreo p/on ts in lhe process of being repeoled. Plonning
Commrssion sloff reporl:
hltp: / /www.co.whofcom.wo.us / DocumentCenter /View /35465 /Cherrv-Point-Pockel
listed in A4orch 2019 public porlicipolion plon lor docket in 2019.
hltts: / /www.wholcomcounly.us / DocumenlCenter / View / 403 4 4 f oln2O t 9 -O0O09 -droft-
roo-March-20 I I

Mo jor lnduslriol Urbon Growth Areo f Port lndustriol



ll4
I l5

6

117

|8
lt9
r20

121

122

123

124

r25

126

127

l

112

lt3

128

136

129

r30

t3t
132

r 33

134

r35

Cherry Poinl Refinery in 1971 The cv i <tina inrl,,<trip< in lhe Cherr Poinf llc A
which orovide sioniliconl emolo meDl hove oroduced ond shiooed refined fossi/
fue/-s ond o lher ducls for decodes

Evoluolion: Allow for exisling in-woler focilities consistenl wrrt DNR Monogemenl Plon.

...Much of the Aquolic Reserve shoreline is in substontiolly nolurol riporion vegetqtion ond bluff
processes proceed wilhout inlerference. Existing shoreline ond uplond streom ond wetlond functions ond
volues ore of continuing importonce to the recovery ond proteclion of species idenrified in the Aquotic
Reserve Monogement Plon. The oreq includes undeveloped inleitidol wetlonds with importonce to

iuvenile solmon ond other species. Existing industries cqn serve the Aquotic Reserve's obiectiyes so long os
lhey ore monoged occording to the Plon ond so long os lhe lessees octively work to further gools for the
Reserve (CPAR MP p, 2).

Evoluolion: Allow lor existing induslriol focililies consislenl wirh DNR Monogemenl Plon.

'..Whotcom County does not enforce the Mognuson Amendment through the locol permitting process.

However, the County does encouroge federol ogencies to enforce the Mognuson Amendment. Therefore,
the County will strive io moke oppropriote federol ogencies owore of opplicoiions for developmenl
permils submitted to the County thot moy be subiect to federol ogency review under the Mognuson
Amendment bef ore issuing locol permits when possible (see Policy 2CC- 1 5).

Policy 2CC-15 oddresses fhis text. longuoge like the Policy could be implementecl in
mosler sile plon criterio:

Policy 2CC-15: Whalcom County will encouroge federo/ ogencies, including the

U.S, Army Corps oI Engineers, Io enforce lhe provisions of lhe Mognuson
Amendmenl (33 USC Sec. 476)- To occomplish ,his the County will moke
oppropriole federo/ ogencies owore of opplicotions for developmenl permils
submitled fo lhe Counly thof stoff thinks moy be sublecl lo federologency review
under lhe Mognvson Amendmenl,
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Environmenlol - Texl

The Cherry Poinl shoreline hos greot importonce to the fisheries ond ecology of Northern Pugef Sound

becquse it provides essentiol spowning hobitot for whot once wqs the lorgest herring stock in Wo:hington
Slote. This herring stock hos supported important commerciol fisheries in lhe post ond provides foroge {or
sqlmonids ond olher importqnt morine species. ln 2000, 2010, ond 2017 ihe Stote Lqnds Commissioner
ordered the Cherry Point tidelonds ond bedlqnds withdrown from the stote's generql leosing progrom
ond designoted them os the "Cherry Point Aquotic Reserve." The following DNR Use Authorizotions crre

exempted from withdrawql: Leose opplicotion numbers 20-409122 (British Peiroleum), 20-A11714
(Phillips 66),20-408488 (lntolco Aluminum Corporoiion), ond 2O-01052,l (Birch Boy Woter ond Sewer
District). ln December 20I 0, lhe DNR recognized the need to "protect lhe significont environmentql
resource of oquotic londs ot Cherry Point" (CPAR Monogement Plon p. l), qnd completed the Cherry
Point Environmertlol Aquqtic Reserve Monogement Plon to ensure long-term environmentol protection of
the Aquoiic Reserve. The Reserve extends from the soulhern boundory of Birch Boy Stofe Pqrk to the
northern border of the Lummi lndion Notion Reservotion.
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Cherry Point UGA Feotures: Port Access - Text

The morine wqters off Cherry Point provide deepwoter qccess for shipping. Deepwoier occess for
shipping wos o moior siting considerotion for the three moior industries currently locoted ot Cherry Poini.

Evoluolion: Allow lor exisling ln-woler focililies consislenl wirh DNR Monogemenl plon.

Cherry Point UGA Feotures: Proximity to Conodo, Alosko ond Foreign Ports - Text

Cherry Point occupies o unique locolion for the siting of industry becouse of its close proximity to Conqdo
ond becouse of its shorfer lrovel distonce thon other regionol port focilities for shipping to ond from
Alosko ond to other Pocific Rim locotions. The lorge ocreoge, good roil occess ond proximity to
Woshington Slote ond Conodion porls mokes the remoining uplond oreo ot Cherry Point suitqble for
commerciol or industriol production with emphosis on moior sustoinoble cleon energy monufocturing or
production (see Policy 2CC-3). The Cherry Point industriol oreo benefits from proximity to Conodo, os
trqde between the U.S. ond Conodo grows in response lo the lifting of trode borriers under the Free
Trode Agreement. Conodion exports to the U.S. ore expected to increose ond Conodion firms exporting
to the U.S. qre expected to seek locolions in the U.S. os o woy of improving occess to U.S. morkets.
Compored to other porf focilities in Woshington ond Conodo, Cherry Point is nol constroined by
extensive uplond development or vessel droft limitqtions.

Ev<lluofion: Proposed po/icy ond code omendmenls conlinue to ollow for porl uses. Exisling
fossi/ fuel industriol con conlinue; growlh of exisling focililies could occur bosed on growlh
in demqnd in the focility service oreq.

Cherry Point: Use Compotibility ond Lond Use Designotion - Text

The industries currenlly locoted ot Cherry Point ore o substontiol pod of lhe economic bose of Whotcom
County ond the region ond the economic welfore of the county is strongly tied to the heolth of these
indusfries qnd their obilhy to flourish ond expond os opportunities present themselves. These industries
need lo be protected from the inoppropriole encroochmenl of incompotible uses; porticulorly residenfiol
uses thot could offecl their obility to expond, ol the some time, the exponsion of these industries needs to
be done in woys thot do not significontly impocl the ecology of the Solish Seo or encouroge exponded
tronsshipment of unrefined fossil fuels. The best meons for protecting these industries from incompotible
odioining uses ond to ossure lheir continued regulofory conformity is to mointoin the industriol lond use
designotion of these londs ond odioining properties currenfly designoted for industriol developmeni. The
Cherry Poinr industriol londs hove been designoted for industriol development ond os q direct result of
the industriol designotio., incompotible ond inoppropriote residentiol development hos been curtoiled.

Evoluolion: Proposed code chonges ore meonl lo ovoid ecologicol impocts ond wilhoul
exponded lronsshipmenl of unrefined fossil fuels.

Gool 2CC: Mointoin Cherry Point os on unincorporoled urbon growth oreo bosed on its unique locotion,
chorocleristics ond its significont contribution to the overoll industriol lond supply ond Whotcom County's
tox bose.

Policy 2CC-l: Designote Cherry Point os o moior indusiriol Urbon Growth Areo to occommodote moior
users thol need to be locoted owoy from concenlroted urbon residentiol oreos ond thot con monoge
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their octivilies in such o woy ihot they do nof conflicl with lhe gools of the Aquofic Reserve Monogement
Plon.

Policy 2CC-2t Encouroge developments in the Cherry Point UGA to mointoin ond operote under
monogemenl plons consistent with the Aquotic Reserve Monogement Plon.

Evoluolion Policy 2CC-l ond 2CC-2: Proposed policy ond code omendmenls ore
compotible wilh lhis policy. Proposed code omendmenls oddress lhe DNR Aquotic Reserve

Monogemenl Plon.

Policy 2CC-3: Encouroge thot future developments or exponsions within the Cherry Point UGA ore
consistent with the following:

'Cleon qnd reduced corbon emilling technology;

'Avoidonce of estuqries ond neor shore we'tlonds;

' Archeologicol review;

'Woter recycling technology to minimize woter use; ond

'Enhonce existing ond future industries.

Evoluolion: Existing induslries moy conlinue ond svpporling tocilities may be enhonced.
Fulure induslries lhol meet ollowed uses ond mosler sile plon crilerio ore ollowed.
Environmenlol ond orchoeologico/ review is reguired; review crilerio in lhese respecls ore
enhonced,

Policy.. 2CC-41Assure thot Cherry Point's unique feotures of lorge porcelizotion/ port occess, ond
pipeline, vehiculor ond roil lrqnsportotion ovoilobility ore mointoined ond protected from incompolible
developmenl.

Evoluolion: Proposed policy ond code omendmenls ore compolible with lhis policy. The

omendments do nol ollecl porcelizolion, Porl occess is o/lowed lo exisling siles per the
DNR Cherry Pornl Aguotic ieserve Monogemenl Plon. Proposed omendmenls do nol
chonge the ronge oi supporling lronsporlolion ond ulilily services or lheir plons.

Policyr 2cc-5: Require the moster plonning of each lorge porcel in odvonce of ony development or
subdivision ot Cherry Point.

Evqluolion:Ihe proposed code omendmenls updole mosler sile plon ond moior proiecl
per mit review crilerio.

Policy: 2cC-6: Require the designotion ond site plon for o moior user (generolly 40 ocres or more)
before the development of occessory or supporting uses to ossure thot occessory or supporting uses ore
compotible with ond will not interfere with the moior industriol user.

Evoluqlion: fhe proposed code omendmenls oddress occessory fsupporling uses for
exislrng focililies designed ro ensure thot existing fossil fuel terminol {ocilities con mainloin
ond enhonce lheir currenl businesses.

Policy: 2CC-7: specify l60 ocres os o minimum oreo for plonning, prior to the commitment of o porcel
for o moior user (40 ocres or more, singulorly or os o cluster or group).

DRAFI June I I , 20I 9 Whotcom Counly I Fossil Fuel Policies ond Potentiol Arhendments 6
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Evoluolion: No chonge lo lhe mojor user or plonning oreo is proposed.

Policy 2CC-8: Permit support octivities, worehousing, shipping, mochine repoir ond service, educotionol
services, food service crnd conveniences, to locqte on o porcel only ofter the completion of o moster plon,
qnd'the identificqtiori ond site plon opprovol for the mojor user.

Evoluofion: Po/icies or code omendmenls would nol chonge lhe need for o mosler p/on or
moror user sfondords.

Policy 2CC-9: Exclude Cherry Poini os port of ony future incorporotion of Birch Boy.

' to proleci interests of the property owner in ternls of loxotion ond urbon regulotions;

'lo preclude urbqnism neqr "smokeslock" induslries;

'lo preserve county government tox bose.

Evoluolion: fhe proposed po/icy ond code chonges do nol chonge lhe Counly's opprooch
to incorporolion ol Birch Boy or fhe exc/usion of Cherry Poinl lrom incorporolion.

Policy 2CC-10: Continue to work wilh service providers thot serve Cherry Point lo ensure the delivery of
services ond to ollovr it to develop to its fulle5t polentiol.

Evoluolion: Ihe proposed po/icy ond code chonges do nol cfionge lhe delivery of
lronsporlo,ion or ulilily services.

Policy 2CC-1 I: lt is the policy of Whotcom County to limit the number of industriql piers ot Cherry Point
to the existing three piers, toking into occount the need to'

'Honor ony existing vested rights or other legolly enforceoble ogreements for on odditionol dock/pier;

'Updote the Whotcom County Shoreline Moster Progrom to conform with this policy;

. Encouroge fhe continued ogency use of best ovoiloble science;

'Support ond remqin consistenl wirh the stote Deportment of Noturol Resources'withdrqwol of Cherry
Point tidelonds ond bedlonds from the generol leosing progrom ond the species recovery gool: of the
Cherry Poinl Aquotic Reserve designotion ond Monogemenl Plon;

'Recognize federol octions upholding treoty rights;

. Protect troditionol comrrrerciol ond tribol fishing; ond

' Prevent conflicts rvith vessel shipment operotions of exisling refineries thqt could leod to cotqslrophic oil
or fuel spills.

Evoluotion: fhe proposed po/icy ond code chonges fulfill lhis policy

The Counly hod proposed o chonge lo lhe {irst bullet in lonuory I 5, 201? omendments os
f ollows,

' Honor sn),, exisling vesled righls er olher /ege//,, enfereeeb/e ogreenenls fer on
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This policy chonge is consistenl wilh lhe purpose qnd inlenl of lhe fossi/-fuel policy/code
chonges ond could be corried forword,

Since the SMP omendmenrs ore being crofled now, the second bullet con be chonged. Il
would supporl the County's duty to {ulfill the Stote po/icy in RCW 90-58.020 for
shorelines of stofewide significonce. Suggest chonging bullet 2 os follows:

' tpdeie*he Optimollv implement lhe Wholcom Counly Shore/ine Mosler Progrom to

sionificonce oo/icv lo preserve nolurol chorocler, resuh in lonq over shorl-lerm
benefif. ond prolecl lhe resources ond eco/ogy of lhe shore/ine;

Policy 2CC-'l 2: RCW 36.20A.365 requires the implementotion of Troffic Demond Monogement {TDM)
progroms for lhe designoting of o Moior lndustriol Urbon Growth Areo. Any employer in the Cherry
Point Urbon Growth Areo thol employs one hundred or more fulhime employees ot o single worksiie who
begin iheir regulor work doy between 6:00 om ond 9:00 om on weekdoys for ot leost twelve continuous
months during the yeor ore required to meet the TDM requirements of WCC 16.24.

Evoluolion: Ihe proposed policy ond code chonges do nol chonge lhe County's opprooch
lo Tro{fic Demond Monogemenl,

Policy 2CC- I 3: Work wilh the Cherry Point industries lo moximize public occess to the Cherry Point
beoches without compromising industriol security.

Evoluolion: fhe proposed po/icy ond code chonges do nol chonge lhe Counly's opprooch
lo shore/ine public occess.

Policy 2CC- I 4, Cooperole with the DNR ond existing industries to monitor the effects of industriol
octivities on woter quoliry ond hobitot functions in ond odiocent to the Cherry Point Aquotic Reserve

Ev<tluolion: Ihe proposed policy ond code chonges do nof chonge lhe Counly's opprooch

Policy 2CC-15: Whotcom County will encouroge federol ogencies, including the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, lo enforce the provisions of the Mognuson Amendment (33 USC Sec. 476). To occomplish this
lhe County will moke oppropriote federol ogencies owore of opplicotions for development permits
submitted to fie County thot stoff thinks moy be subieci to federol ogency review under the Mognuson
Amendment.

Evoluolion: Ihe proposed code chonges implement this policy.

Policy 2CC-16: The County sholl underloke o study to be completed if possible by December ol 2017 lo
exomine exisling County lows, including those reloted to public heolth, sofety, development, building,
zoning, permitling, electricol, nuisonce, ond fire codes, ond develop recommendotions for legol woys the
County moy choose to limit fhe negotive impocts on public sofety, lronsportotion, the economy, ond
environment from crude oil, cool, liquefied petroleum goses, ond noturol gos exports from the Cherry
Point UGA obove levels in existence os of Morch l, 2017.

To provide cleor guidonce to current ond future county councils on ihe County's legol rights,
res ponsibilities ond limilotions regording interpretotion ond opplicolion of proiect evoluotion under
Section 20.88.130 (Moior Proiects Permits) of the Whorcom County Code.
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298

299

300

30r

302

303

304

305

The County should consider ony legol odvice freely submitted to the County by legol experts on beholf
of o voriely of srokeholder inleresls, ond moke thot odvice publicly ovoiloble.

'Bosed on lhe obove study, develop proposed Comprehensive Plon omendments ond qssocioled code
ond rule omendments for Council considerotion os soon os possible.

. Unlil ihe obove meniioned omendmenls ore implemented, the Prosecuting Attorney ond/or the County
Administrolion should provide the County Council wrilten notice of oll known pre-opplicotion
correspondence or permit opplicotion submilfols ond notices, federol, stote, or locol thot involve octivily
with the potentiol to expond the export of fossil fuels from Cherry Point.

Evoluotion: Once lhe policy ond code omendmenls ore odopled this policy could be

eliminoled. Allern<tlively, il could be omended to molch lhe Jonuory 1 5, 2019 policy

longuoge below bul would exclude "rodiooclive subslonce" since fhol is nol o focus of lhe

fossil fuel reloled policyfcode chonges. ll cou/d be its own policy topic.

2CC-1 6: The County will. lhrouoh ils odoolec/ -SEPA oo/icies ond ooo/icob/e oermillino orocesses.

@/imilthenegofiveimpoc,sonpublicsofely,tronsporlolion,lhe
economy, ond environmenl {rom new fossil fuel focililies. udino new or exponded crude oil, cool,
liquefied pelroleum goses, nofuro/ gos, ond redr€s€r;r e-rubslglr€e expertsltefE fqcilities within the
Cherry Poinl UGA obove /evels in exislence os of Morch I , 2017.
fe previde eleer guidonee lo esrrenl end fclcre eeunly eecneils en lhe €oun4.! legs/ righfs;

veriet). of stekeho/der interesturend meke thet edviee pub/ie/y evs eble,
' Besed en lhe obove slsdy; deyelep proposed €omprehensive Pl€a emendmenls ond essoeiqled

' Unlil lhe sbeve menlioned omerdmenls ore implemenled; I lhe Proseculing Allorney ondfor lhe
Counly Adminislrolion should provide the Counly Council writlen nolice of oll known preopp/icofion
correspondence or permil opplicolion submillols ond nolices, federol, slole, or locol lhot involve
oclivily wilh fhe polentiol to expond @'fS$l[Ce]
Refinerv or Fossil Fuel iomenl Focililies." os def ined in the Whol com Counlv Code lChooler
20.97 ).1

Policy 2CC-'17; Policy 2CC- I 6 sholl nol Iimit exi5ling operotions or mointenqnce of existing fqcilities os of
Morch 1, 20] 7.

Evoluofion; The policy ond code omendmenls reinforce o//owing exisling uses ond lheir
moinlenonce. Ihe shoded longuoge wos proposed in lonuory I 5, 2019 , olherwise the

olher odiuslmenls ore bosed on lhe /otest policyfcode omendnenl direclion:

Amend lhis policyr Pofie1-*€C-t6shellneFlin+# Allow existing operotions or moinlenonce
of exisling fossil-fue/ reloled foci/ities ooeroling ol levels <rs ol Morch 1 , 2017 with

I The reference lo o delinilion in the Whotcom County Code could be removed to ovoid o policy with o code reference. A
definilion could be odded to fie Comprehensive Plon if thought necessory, Typi.olly, the code is more deroiled.
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ond conformonce wilh Policies 2CC-3 ond - I l.

Other

Add o new policy on renewoble fuels: Support industries thot creote or use renewoble fuels.

Essenliol Public Focilities

Gool 2WW: Utilize lhe estoblished siling crilerio for essenliol public focililies.

Policy 2WW-4 Stote ond regionol highwoys in unincorporoted Whotcom County lhot hove been
designoled os essentiol slote or regionol tronsporlotion focilities ore l-5, Stote Roufe 539 (the Guide
Meridion), Stote Route 546f9 lBodger from the Guide to Sumos), ond Stote Roure 2O ro eostern
Woshington. Other tronsportotion focilities in unincorporoted Whotcom County thof hove been
designoled os essentiql public focilities ore Amtrok Coscodes possenger roil service, the Burlington
Northern Sonlo Fe rqilrood trocks, ond the Cherry Point morine porl facililies. Such focilities in the City of
Bellinghom include Foirhoven Stqtion (intercity possenger roil terminol), Belllnghom Cruise Terminol
(Alosko Ferry), ond the Port of Bellinghom (morine port). Addilionolly, Stole Route 543 (the truck roule ot
lhe Bloine border) is qn essenliol public focility locoted within the city limits of Bloine.

Widening of existing stote highwoys or roilrood trocks (lncluding conslruclion of sidings) ond siting new

stole highwoys or roilrood trocks should be plonned in the Woshington Highwoy System Plqn, Amtrok
Coscodes Plon ond the Freight Roil Plon. The slote will invite the Reglonol Tronsportqtion Plonning

Orgqnizotion ond the County to porticipote in plonnlng studies, review design plons, ond provide
comments when siting new or exponded stote highwoys or roilroqd lrocks.

Highwoys ond roilrood lrocks thot quolify os essentiol public focilities should be sited in occordonce with
oll of the following principles. These focilities should be locoted:

'ln o mqnner lhot minimizes or miligotes noise impocls to surrounding residentiol oreos.

'Outside of the [oke Whotcom Wofershed, unless there ore no vioble olternotiyes.

' ln o monner thot ollows continued fish possoge beyond the rood or roilrood trocks or restores blocked
posso9e.

' ln o monner thot ovoids or mitigoles wetlond impocts.

'ln o monner thot minimizes impocts of odditionol impervious surfoces by lreoting stormwoter runoff.

'ln q mqnner lhot encouroges o vibronl economy by fqcilitoling the efficient movement of people ond
freight.

'ln o monner thol occommodotes pedestrions, bicycles, ond tronsit.

Moior possenger intermodol terminols should be locoted in Generol Commerciol, Airport Operotions,
Urbon Residentiol-Medium Density or industriol zones.

Freight roilrood switching yords ond terminqls should be locoted in industriol zones.

Morine port focilities should be locoted within ihe Heovy lmpqct lndustriol zone of the Cherry Point
Moior/Port lndustriol Urbon Growth Areo.
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374

376

Evoluolion: Amend finol sentence lo oddress lhot lhe Porl focililies ore limiled lo exisling
ones by lhe DNR Cherry Poinl Aquolic Reserve Monogemenl Plon. While fossi/-fue/

lermino/s ore reslricled in lhe County's proposed policies ond code, olher uses ore nof.

Proposed Amendmenl longuoge: Morine porl focilifies shou/d be locoted within lhe Heovy
lmpocf lndustriol zone of lhe Cherry Poinl MoiorfPort lnduslriol tlrbon Growlh Are<t.

Allow exislino focili ond Iimiled exponsions consislenl with lhe Stote of Woshinofon

377

378

380

38l

342

N rol R P

Policy 2YY-2: County regulotions will not preclude the siling of essenliol public focilities in designoted
zoning disfricts.

Evoluotion: Per RCW 36.70A.200 ond RCW 47.06.1 40, ond policy 2WW-1, morine
port locilities ond services lhol ore reloted solely lo morine oclivities offecling
inlernolionol ond inlerslole lrode ore essent,ol public focilities. Ihe porl focililies ol Cierry
Poinl con conlinue ond limilolions on exponsion ore bosed on DNR Cherry Point Aquolic
Reserve Monogemenf Plon. Proposed policy ond code chonges limit fossi/ {uel lerminols
bul ollow for their conlinuqlion ond limiled exponsion. A wide ronge of olher o//owed uses

is still possible, if consistent wilh environmenlo/ regu/ofiqns.
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