PLN2019
-00010

Surface mining
pipeline buffer

Whatcom
County
Council

Amend the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan and
Whatcom County Code to determine the minimum safe
distance to allow surface mining to be conducted from a
petroleum pipeline to ensure a pipeline will not become
exposed or rupture during an earthquake event and
contaminate an aquifer. Determination should be based
on independent sources where possible and assume a
magnitude 9.0 or greater earthquake could occur.

Countywide

N/A

PLN2019
-00011

Surface mining
of dry meander
zones

Whatcom
County
Council

EXHIBIT B — Draft Docket

Amend the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan and
Whatcom County Code to allow the seasonal extraction
of sand and gravel from dry upland areas located within
the 1,000 year meander zone of the Nooksack River,
provided that such extraction has no negative impact on
salmon spawning habitat.

The intent is to (a) reduce the conversion of land
currently used for farming, forestry and wildlife habitat
into gravel pits, and (b) safely remove some of the
significant sediment load that enters the Nooksack
every year in an effort to reduce flooding and the need
to build higher flood prevention berms along the river
as the climate continues to change.

Countywide




